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LETTER OF NOTIFICATION 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 

Van Wert - Haviland 138 kV Transmission Line Project 
 

4906-6-05 Accelerated Application Requirements 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (“the Company”) provides the following information to the Ohio 
Power Siting Board (“OPSB”) in accordance with the accelerated application requirements of Ohio 
Administrative Code Section 4906-6-05. 

4906-6-05(B) General Information 

B(1) Project Description 

Provide the name of the project and applicant's reference number, names and reference 
number(s) of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project 
meets the requirements for a letter of notification or construction notice application.  

The Company proposes the Van Wert - Haviland 138-kilovolt (“kV”) Transmission Line Project 
(“Project”) in the village of Haviland and Blue Creek Township in Paulding County and the city of Van 
Wert, Ridge Township, Pleasant Township, and Union Township in Van Wert County, Ohio. The Project 
involves rebuilding the existing single circuit Van Wert - Haviland 69 kV Transmission Line as a double-
circuit transmission line designed at 138 kV and initially operated at 69 kV, replacing wood monopoles 
with steel monopoles. The total length of the proposed Project is approximately 10.9 miles. 
Approximately 8.7 miles will be rebuilt within existing ROW requiring 40-50 feet of supplemental 
easement while approximately 2.2 miles will be built within new ROW with varying width up to 100 feet. 
The location of the proposed Project is shown in Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2 in Appendix A. 

The Project meets the requirement for a Letter of Notification (LON) as defined by item (1)(d)(ii) of 
Appendix A to Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-1-01, Application Requirement Matrix for 
Electric Power Transmission Lines:  

(1) New construction, extension, or relocation of single or multiple circuit electric power  
transmission line(s), or upgrading existing transmission or distribution line(s) for operation at 
a higher transmission voltage, as follows: 

 
(d) Line(s) primarily needed to attract or meet the requirements of a specific customer 
or customers, as follows: 

 
(ii) Any portion of the line is on property owned by someone other than the  
specific customer or applicant. 

 
The Project has been assigned Case No. 25-0697-EL-BLN. 
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B(2) Statement of Need 

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or gas pipeline, the 
applicant provide a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility. 

The existing Van Wert-Haviland 69 kV Transmission line is approximately 10-miles long and consists 
of wooden and steel monopoles, originally installed in 1926, though approximately 4.7 miles of the line 
was rebuilt in 1974. The conductor on the line was also primarily installed in 1926. The single circuit 69 
kV line connects the Company’s Haviland 138/69 kV Station to the Van Wert 69 kV Station in Paulding 
and Van Wert counties, Ohio.  

The Project (b3359) is required to address baseline thermal criteria violations identified by PJM in the 
2026 RTEP summer model, on approximately 1.7 miles of the existing single circuit Van Wert-Haviland 
69 kV Transmission Line from the North Van Wert Switch to a structure just north of US Highway 30. 
The specific violation identified by PJM in the 2026 RTEP model, is due to the loss of Haviland - South 
Van Wert 69kV line and the North Delphos 138/69kV transformer #1 scenario, which causes an overload 
on the Van Wert - North Van Wert 69kV single circuit line. 

The Van Wert Mega site, an industrial site north of Van Wert, has seen a significant amount of request 
for service over the past several years, with 30 requests for transmission service received in the past 
year. Many of the prospective customers cannot be served by the existing Van Wert area 69 kV network, 
as the load request is too large and would require significant upgrades to the network area. In addition, 
the site has been certified in Ohio’s Job Ready site program and has been aggressively marketed. The 
Project will enable the Company to provide greater flexibility to serve identified load growth at the site. 

In addition to alleviating thermal issues identified by PJM, there are also numerous asset renewal 
concerns on the transmission line, as a majority of the line was constructed in 1926.  These asset renewal 
concerns include structures with broken ground lead wires, broken insulators and broken shield wire. 
The current structures on the line do not meet NESC Grade B loading criteria, current AEP structural 
strength requirements or current ASCE structural strength requirements.  

Since 2015, there has been 1 momentary and 2 permanent outages on the Haviland – Van Wert 69 kV 
circuit. The 2 permanent outages, both due to weather events, caused approximately 66,624 minutes of 
interruption to an estimated 416 customers served from a wholesale delivery point at the Van Wert Co-
op substation. 
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Failure to implement the proposed Project in the specified period of time will likely result in 
implementing operational controls which may include preemptive shedding of a significant amount of 
load served from the area’s transmission and distribution network in order to alleviate the thermal issues 
associated with the scenario identified above. Although load shedding is an approved PJM operational 
procedure to control thermal overloads, load shedding is not acceptable from the Company’s perspective 
and directly impacts both large commercial and residential customers in the area.  The proposed 
solution for this baseline identified need is necessary for the Company to continue to provide safe, 
reliable service to their customers. Furthermore, upgrading the Haviland - Van Wert 69 kV Line   allows 
the Company to provide greater flexibility to serve the high priority Van Wert Mega site, helping to draw 
customers to the Van Wert area.  

The need and solution for rebuilding the entire asset was submitted to PJM as the Haviland - Van Wert 
69 kV Transmission Line Rebuild Project. The baseline portion of the Project was presented to PJM on 
10/15/2021, then subsequently assigned a PJM # of b3359. The supplemental portion need and solution 
were presented to PJM on 07/22/2022 & 10/20/2023 respectively, then subsequently assigned a PJM 
# of s3142. This Project was included in the Company’s most recent Long-Term Forecast Report on page 
49 (b3359), 76 (s3142), & 77 (s3142 ) (see Appendix B). 

B(3) Project Location 

Provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed lines and 
substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show existing and 
proposed transmission facilities in the project area. 

The location of the Project in relation to existing transmission lines and substations is shown on Exhibit 
1 and Exhibit 2, in Appendix A.  

B(4) Alternatives Considered 
Describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed location or route is 
best suited for the proposed facility, including but not be limited to, impacts associated 
with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or engineering aspects of the project.  

The Company conducted a siting study for the Project which reviewed the existing Van Wert-Haviland 
69 kV Transmission Line and can be found in Appendix C.  

Based on desktop and field examination, the Company identified that a majority of the Project could be 
constructed along the existing alignment, but the Company did identify three areas, totaling 
approximately 5.9-miles, along the existing alignment with specific challenges. These three areas were 
identified as Focus Areas and study segments were developed to provide a solution to avoid land use and 
environmental constraints, including an existing intermittent stream and wetland, and residential 
structures.  

In Focus Area 1 and Focus Area 2, staying on existing centerline was preferred as it avoids introducing 
new impacts to the project area. However, in Focus Area 3 (Greenfield Reroute), 19 alternative routes 
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were evaluated to identify a feasible solution that would allow the Company to service the customers, 
Appendix C provides more details on the alternatives considered, including a Map of the Alternative 
Routes considered (Maps 9 and 10). The route selected within Focus Area 3 utilizes the greatest extent 
of the existing alignment, crosses the least amount of FEMA floodplain, and minimizes impacts to 
nearby residences.

The goal of selecting a suitable route for the Project was to minimize impacts on land use and natural 
and cultural resources while avoiding circuitous routes, significantly higher costs, and non-standard 
design requirements. Based on quantitative and qualitative analysis, field examination, and landowner 
and stakeholder input, the Company concluded that the Project’s Proposed Route is the most feasible 
and appropriate solution for meeting the customers’ and Company’s needs in the area.

B(5) Public Information Program

Describe its public information program to inform affected property owners and
residents of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project 
construction and restoration activities.

The Company will inform affected property owners and tenants about this Project through several 
different mediums. Within seven days of filing this LON, the Company will issue a public notice in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the Project area. The notice will comply with all requirements of 
Ohio Revised Code (“OAC”) Section 4906-6-08(A)(1-6). Further, the Company will mail a letter, via first 
class mail, to affected landowners, tenants, contiguous owners and any other landowner the Company 
may approach for an easement necessary for the construction, operation, or maintenance of the Project. 
The letter will comply with all requirements of OAC Section 4906-6-08(B). The Company maintains a 
website (http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) which provides the public access to an electronic copy of 
this LON and the public notice for this LON. An electronic copy of the LON will be served to the public 
library in each political subdivision for this Project. The Company retains ROW land agents that discuss 
Project timelines, construction and restoration activities and convey information to affected owners and 
tenants throughout the Project.

B(6) Construction Schedule

Provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service date of the project.

Construction of the Project is planned to begin in December 2025 with an anticipated in-service date of 
December 2026.
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B(7) Area Map 

Provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility and proposed limits 
of disturbance with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image. 

Exhibit 2, in Appendix A, shows the Project area on United States Geological Survey (USGS) Latty 
quadrangle and Scott quadrangle map at 1:24,000-scale. Exhibit 3, in Appendix A, shows the Project 
on 2018 ESRI World Imagery at a scale of 1:6,000. 

B(8) Property Agreements 

Provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained easements, options, 
and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the facility and a list of 
the additional properties for which such agreements have not been obtained. 

A list of properties required for the Project are provided in Appendix D. 

The easement form exhibits provided in Appendix E represents the minimum rights the Company 
would require in order to construct, operate, and maintain these facilities. 

B(9) Technical Features 

Describe the following information regarding the technical features of the project: 

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and 
right-of-way and/or land requirements.  

Transmission Lines 

The transmission line is estimated to include the following: 

Voltage:              Designed for 138 kV operated at 69 kV 
Conductors:       (6) 1033 kcmil Curlew 54/7 ACSR 
Static Wire:       (2) 7#8 Alumoweld 
Insulators:         Polymer 
ROW Width:      100 feet   
Structure Type: (117) One-hundred seventeen steel monopole braced posts 

(3) Three steel two-pole custom running angles 
(5) Five steel monopole custom deadends 
(13) Thirteen steel two-pole custom deadends 
(4) Four steel three-pole custom deadends  
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B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields 

For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied 
residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the 
operation of the proposed electric power transmission line. 

B(9)(b)(i) Calculated electric and magnetic field strength levels at one meter above ground 
under the lowest conductors and at the edge of the right-of-way for: 

i) Calculated Electric and Magnetic Field Levels 

Three loading conditions were examined in Table 1, below: (1) Normal Maximum Loading, (2) 
Emergency Loading, and (3) Winter Normal Conductor Rating, consistent with the OPSB 
requirements.  Normal Maximum Loading represents the peak flow expected with all system facilities 
in service; daily/hourly flows fluctuate below this level.  Emergency loading is the maximum current 
flow during unusual (contingency) conditions, which exist only for short periods of time.  Winter normal 
(WN) conductor rating represents the maximum current flow that a line, including its terminal 
equipment, can carry during winter conditions.  It is not anticipated that this circuit of this line would 
operate at its conductor rating in the foreseeable future. 

EMF levels were computed one meter above ground under the line and at the ROW edges (50/50 feet, 
left/right, of centerline).  The results, calculated using BPA’s CAFEP software, are summarized below.  

Table 1 - EMF Calculations for the Van Wert - Haviland 138 kV Transmission Line Project 

Condition 
Load 
(A) 

Phasing 
Arrangements 

Ground 
Clearance 

(feet) 

Electric Field 
(kV/m)* 

Magnetic 
Field 

(mG)* 
Structure 1-70 with 13’ Phase Conductor Spacing 

(1) Normal Maximum Loading^ 311 A-B-C 55 (0.09/0.28/0.12) (6/12/8) 
(2) Emergency Loading^^ 470 A-B-C 55.1 (0.09/0.28/0.12) (10/18/11) 
(3) Winter Conductor 
Rating^^^ 

948 A-B-C 50.2 (0.09/0.32/0.12) (21/42/25) 

Structure 70-142 with 15’ Phase Conductor Spacing 
(1) Normal Maximum Loading^ 311 A-B-C 55 (0.09/0.30/0.13) (7/13/8) 
(2) Emergency Loading^^ 470 A-B-C 55.1 (0.09/0.30/0.13) (11/19/13) 
(3) Winter Conductor 
Rating^^^ 

948 A-B-C 50.2 (0.09/0.34/0.13) (24/46/28) 
       
                                                       

* EMF levels (left ROW edge/maximum/right ROW edge) are computed one meter above ground at 
the point of minimum ground clearance, assuming balanced phase currents and 1.0 pu voltages. ROW 
extends 50 feet (left) and 50 feet (right) of the structure centerline, respectively.     

 ^Peak line flow expected with all system facilities in service.                      
 ^^Maximum flow during a critical system contingency                         
^^^Maximum continuous flow that the line, including its terminal equipment, can withstand during winter conditions.  
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For power-frequency EMF, IEEE Standard C95.1TM-2019 provides the following exposure reference 
level (ERL) limits:           
                                                                 
                                                              General      Controlled                                     
                                                              Public       Environment                                   
                                                                -------      -----------                                          
Electric Field Limit (kV/m)             5.0            20.0                                      
Magnetic Field Limit (mG)            9040          27,100                                                 

 

The above EMF levels are well within the limits specified in IEEE Standard C95.1TM-2019. Those limits 
have been established to “protect against established adverse health effects in humans associated with 
exposure to electric, magnetic, and electromagnetic fields in the frequency range of 0 Hz to 300 GHz.” 

B(9)(b)(ii) Design Alternatives 

The applicant's consideration of design alternatives with respect to electric and magnetic 
fields and their strength levels, including alternate conductor configuration and phasing, 
tower height, corridor location, and right-of-way width. 

Design alternatives were not considered due to EMF strength levels. Transmission lines, when 
energized, generate EMF. Laboratory studies have failed to establish a strong correlation between 
exposure to EMF and effects on human health. However, some people are concerned that EMF have 
impacts on human health. Due to these concerns, EMF associated with the new circuits was calculated 
and set forth in the table above. The EMF was computed in a manner to maximize the estimate, assuming 
the highest reasonable input values based on conditions along the proposed transmission line rebuild. 
Normal daily EMF levels would be less than these, which were calculated at maximum load conditions. 
Based on studies from the National Institutes of Health, the magnetic field (measured in milliGauss, or 
mG) associated with emergency loading at the highest EMF value for this transmission line is lower than 
those associated with normal household appliances like microwave ovens, electric shavers and hair 
dryers. For additional information regarding EMF, the National Institutes of Health has posted 
information on their website: http://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/topics/agents/emf/. Additionally, 
information on electric and magnetic fields is available on the Company’s website: 
https://www.aepohio.com/community/education/emf. The information found on the Company’s 
website describes the basics of electromagnetic field theory, scientific research activities, and EMF 
exposures encountered in everyday life. Similar material will be made available for those affected by the 
construction activities for this Project. 

B(9)(c) Project Cost 

The estimated capital cost of the project. 

The cost estimate for the proposed Project, which is comprised of applicable tangible and capital costs, 
is approximately $45 million using a Class 4 estimate. Pursuant to the PJM OATT, the costs for this 
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Project will be recovered in the AEP Ohio Transmission Company Inc.’s FERC formula rate (Attachment 
H-20 to the PJM OATT) and allocated to the AEP Zone. 

B(10) Social and Ecological Impacts 
The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project: 

B(10)(a) Land Use 

Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed project, 
including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected.  

The Project location and vicinity have historically been primarily agricultural land with scattered 
woodlots and residences. An aerial photograph of the Project vicinity is provided as Exhibit 3. The 
Project is mapped within the village of Haviland and Blue Creek Township in Paulding County and the 
city of Van Wert, Ridge Township, Pleasant Township, and Union Township in Van Wert County. The 
Project vicinity is rural in nature and is comprised primarily of agricultural land used for row crops, and 
lesser amounts of forested land, landscaped areas, wind turbines, and scattered residences. Denser areas 
of development in the Project vicinity are in the village of Haviland, village of Scott, and city of Van Wert, 
located in the northern and southern portions of the Project area. Approximately 3.35 acres of forested 
land is in the proposed route corridor. 

B(10)(b) Agricultural Land  

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all 
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application 
within the potential disturbance area of the project.  

The Project Area is characterized by agricultural land use with low density residential land uses 
dispersed throughout. The dominant agricultural use appears to be row crops (i.e. soy beans and corn). 
Large, open agricultural fields are present in the Project Area outside of the city of Van Wert and village 
of Haviland and village of Scott. Approximately 80.30 acres of agricultural land is within the route 
corridor of the Project.  

Based on data received from the Paulding County Auditor’s office on June 30, 2025, and the Van Wert 
County Auditor’s office on July 8, 2025, there is approximately 20.53 acres of agricultural district land 
within the route corridor of the Project (11 parcel in Van Wert County and one parcel in Paulding 
County).  

The Company will minimize impacts to agricultural and agricultural district land by placing structures 
beyond or at the edges of agricultural fields and will primarily install single tangent poles to support the 
transmission line. 
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B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources 

Provide a description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of significant archaeological or cultural resources that may be located within the 
potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, 
and a copy of any document produced as a result of the investigation. 

Phase 1 cultural resource surveys and reports were conducted by the Company’s consultant for the 
Project in 2023, 2024, and 2025. Correspondence from the State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) 
was received in July 2023, February 2025, May 2025, July 2025, and August 2025, see Appendix F. 
The SHPO stated that the Project will have no adverse effect on historic properties and that no further 
archaeological work is necessary.  

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence 

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have 
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a 
list of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with 
siting and constructing the project.  

A summary of anticipated permits and authorizations for the Project is provided in Table 2, below. There 
are no other known local, state, or federal requirements that must be met prior to commencement of the 
Project. 

Table 2 – Anticipated Permits 

Permit/Authorization/Coordination Agency Date 

Clean Water Act Section 404/401 

United States Army Corps of 
Engineers Not anticipated Ohio Environmental 

Protection Agency 

Archaeology/Architectural  Ohio Historic Preservation 
Office 

Coordination completed in July 
2023, February 2025, May 

2025, July 2025, and August 
2025, no additional work 

required 

Threatened and Endangered Species United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

Consultation completed June 
27, 2023 

Threatened and Endangered Species Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources 

Consultation completed July 19, 
2023 

Notice Criteria Federal Aviation 
Administration Expected November 2025 

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan/ 
Notice of Intent for authorization of 
construction storm water discharges 

under General Permit OHC00006 

Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency 

Anticipated filing September 
2025 
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Permit to Work Along County Roads Paulding County Expected November 2025 

Highway Crossing Ohio Department of 
Transportation 

Anticipated filing for US-30 and 
US-127 

Floodplain Van Wert County 
Paulding County 

Anticipated filing September 
2025 

 

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species 

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of 
federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened species, rare 
species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and species of special 
interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a 
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a 
result of the investigation.  

On June 20, 2023, coordination letters were submitted to the United State Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) seeking an environmental review of 
the Project for potential impacts to state and/or federally protected species. USFWS and ODNR 
provided responses on June 27, 2023 and July 19, 2023, respectively. Copies of the agencies’ responses 
are presented in Appendix F. 

Table 5, in Appendix G lists the federal and state threatened or endangered species in the Project 
area. Potentially suitable habitat for the pondhorn and pugnose minnow was observed within the Project 
area. However, no in-water work in perennial streams or open water features is proposed by the 
Company. Potentially suitable summer foraging and roosting habitat was observed within the Project 
area for the Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat, little brown bat, and tricolored bat.  It is anticipated 
that the Company will conduct tree clearing for the Project between October 1 and March 31. No 
potentially suitable habitat for the northern harrier and upland sandpiper was observed within the 
Project area.  Therefore, no impacts are anticipated and avoidance dates are not applicable. 

Based on the nature of the proposed Project activities, timing of construction, and habitat characteristics 
of the surrounding vicinity, construction impacts to protected species are not anticipated. 
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B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern 

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, 
floodplains, wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild 
and scenic rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife 
sanctuaries) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a 
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a 
result of the investigation.  

The Company’s consultant conducted a wetland and stream delineation survey in the Project area on 
June 25-27, 2024, December 9, 2024, April 16, 2025, June 2, 2025, and July 22, 2025, prepared an 
Ecological Survey Report, which is provided in Appendix G. The survey of the Project area identified 
fourteen wetlands, thirteen streams, and one open water feature. The Project construction activities are 
not expected to result in discharge of fill in any of the delineated features. Streams will either be avoided 
by aerially spanning or bridged (no work below the ordinary high water mark), and the wetland and 
ponds will be avoided. 

Based on a review of the Protected Areas Database of the United States as well as the Conservation 
Easement Database, there are no state or national parks, forests, wildlife areas or mapped conservation 
easements in the vicinity of the Project.  

The FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (“FIRM”) was reviewed to identify any floodplains/flood hazard 
areas that have been mapped within the Project Area (specifically, map numbers: 39125C0290E, 
39125C0405E, 3907840002B, 39161C0055C, 39161C0065C). Based on this mapping, FEMA-
designated 100-year floodplains associated with Prairie Creek, Hoaglin Creek, and Maddox Creek are 
crossed by the proposed Project and existing structures within the floodplain will be replaced. Local 
floodplain permitting, if deemed necessary for the Project, will be coordinated with agencies for the 
jurisdiction as applicable prior to construction.  

B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions 

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions 
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.  

To the best of the Company’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in significant 
environmental, social, health, or safety impacts. 
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1.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

American Electric Power (AEP) Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (the Company) is proposing to 
upgrade the existing Van Wert-Haviland 69-kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line in Van Wert and 
Paulding counties, Ohio, to support a specific customer, replace aging infrastructure, increase 
power line capacity, and support the overall growing electrical load in the area. The Van Wert-
Haviland Transmission Line Project (the Project) is approximately 11 miles long and begins at the 
Company’s existing Van Wert Substation in the City of Van Wert and ends at the Company’s 
existing Haviland Substation in the Village of Haviland. Figure 1 shows the Project location. 

 
Figure 1. Project Location 

The Project involves upgrading the existing single-circuit 69 kV transmission line to a double 
circuit 138 kV line, but initially operated at 69 kV and will be built primarily within the existing 
transmission line right-of-way (ROW). A greenfield component of the Project will be built north 
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and east of Van Wert Substation to provide service to the Van Wert Mega Site (Mega Site). The 
Mega Site is an Ohio Jobs Ready Certified site in the northeast corner of the City of Van Wert that 
will be serviced by the Project. Routing the transmission line across the Mega Site will allow the 
Company to service future customers. The Project will be built primarily using steel monopole 
structures; however, final structure types will depend on engineering design and terrain. The 
Project will use a ROW width of approximately 100 feet; however, this may vary along the route 
depending on Project needs and specific parcel uses. Approximately 1.5 miles of the existing 
transmission line will be removed to accommodate the greenfield component required to serve 
the Mega Site. The Project area is predominantly rural, characterized by agricultural land use with 
residential, commercial, and industrial land use within the City of Van Wert, Village of Scott, and 
Village of Haviland in the southern and northern portions of the Project area.  

The Project will require approval from the Ohio Power Siting Board, as the facilities are capable 
of operating at 100 kV or above. The Project falls under an accelerated application or Letter of 
Notification (LON) as the purpose of the Project is to serve a new customer in the area.  

The Company initiated the siting process for the Project in November 2022. Study segments were 
reviewed from June 2023 through July 2024. Study segments were presented to the public during 
an in-person open house in June 2024. The proposed route was selected in August 2024. The 
Company plans to file a LON with the Ohio Power Siting Board in the summer of 2025. 
Construction is expected to begin in winter 2025 to meet an in-service date of December 2026. 

This siting study describes the transmission line route development process and the rationale for 
the proposed route selection.  
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2.0 ROUTE DEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW  

The route development process begins by assembling a multidisciplinary team with a wide range 
of technical skills and expertise. Team member expertise includes, but is not limited to, 
transmission line siting, environmental permitting, engineering and construction management, 
ROW acquisition, project management, and electrical system planning (the Siting Team). The 
Siting Team includes AEP employees and outside consultants. 

The Siting Team started the route development process by defining the Project Endpoints 
(Attachment A, Map 1). The Project’s northern endpoint is the Company’s existing Haviland 
Substation, located off Dutch John Road in the Village of Haviland. The Project then follows the 
existing Van Wert-Haviland 69-kV Transmission Line south to the Project’s southern endpoint: 
the Company’s existing Van Wert Substation located off North Walnut Street in the City of Van 
Wert. 

Next, the Siting Team defined the Study Area to develop transmission line routes. The Project’s 
Study Area includes an approximate 1,000-foot buffer on either side of the existing Van Wert-
Haviland 69-kV Transmission Line and three Focus Areas (described in Section 3.0 and 
Attachment A, Map 2).  The three focus areas were identified along the existing route as 
rebuilding the existing transmission line may not be feasible in these areas due to the presence 
of constraints.  

Data Collection (Attachments B and C) and Constraints and Opportunities mapping (Attachment 
A, Maps 3-5) were completed for the Study Area. Readily available public data sources were 
initially used and supplemented with stakeholder input, non-public data, and field inspections. 

The primary land use constraints in the Study Area are residences and associated outbuildings 
encroaching within the expanded transmission line ROW. This is particularly an issue between 
Feasby-Wisener Road and Fife Road (the northern portion of the Study Area), where several 
residential structures are located closer to road ROW. Because of this, the existing transmission 
structures are close to road pavement. Additionally, two schools (Thomas Edison Center School 
and Vantage Career Center) are in the Study Area along Marsh Road in the City of Van Wert.  

Recreational land uses within the Study Area include Bresler Park, which is east of the existing 
transmission line outside of the Village of Scott located in the northern portion of the Study Area. 
In addition, Jubilee Park is south of the existing transmission line and Van Wert Substation in the 
City of Van Wert in the southern portion of the Study Area. Neither of these parks are crossed by 
the existing transmission line. 
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Environmental constraints include several streams dispersed throughout the Study Area 
including Prairie Creek, Pottawatomie Creek, Hoaglin Creek, Hagerman Creek, Maddox Creek, 
Town Creek and the 100-year floodplain associated with Prairie, Hoaglin, Maddox, and Town 
Creek. An intermittent stream and its associated wetland is located south of Prairie Creek on the 
west side of Dutch John Road in the middle of the Study Area near the Village of Scott.  

Additional constraints include wind generation, which is prominent in northwest Ohio.  There are 
25 wind turbines in the Study Area; however, no wind turbines are located within 500 feet of the 
existing transmission line.  

Cultural resources constraints identified in the Study Area include archaeological sites, historic 
structures, National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listings, and one cemetery. The 
archaeological sites are scattered throughout the Study Area while the historic structures and 
NRHP listings are concentrated primarily in the City of Van Wert in the southern portion of the 
Study Area. The Scott Cemetery is west of the existing transmission line, west of the Village of 
Scott in the northern portion of the Study Area. 

Opportunities for potential transmission line development include the Company’s existing 
transmission and distribution ROWs, other existing linear infrastructure corridors like the Penn-
Central Railroad, and compatible land uses, such as following property boundaries along open 
agricultural land found throughout the Study Area. 

After general constraints and opportunities were identified within the Study Area and focus 
areas, the Siting Team developed and refined the study segments (Section 3.0). Study segments 
are partial alignments connecting the Project endpoints while avoiding or minimizing constraints 
to the extent possible. The reroute segments (greenfield study segments) and rebuild segments 
(existing transmission line) were presented to stakeholders and to the public for comments and 
feedback (Section 4.0). A comparison of the study segments was completed to determine 
potential impacts on the natural environment and human environment, and to assess 
constructability (Section 5.0). Lastly, based on analysis and stakeholder input, the Siting Team 
identified a Proposed Route (Section 6.0).  

3.0 STUDY SEGMENT DEVELOPMENT 

The study segment development process began by reviewing the rebuild portion of the Project 
and identifying focus areas along the existing centerline. Focus areas are identified to address 
specific challenges and opportunities within the Study Area. Within each Focus Area, study 
segments are developed to provide a solution to avoid land use and/or environmental 
constraints. The Siting Team identified three focus areas (presented in Sections 3.1 through 3.3) 
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along the existing centerline and developed study segments for consideration (Attachment A, 
Map 2). A field review was conducted in June 2023 to confirm the segments were feasible. 

3.1 Focus Area 1: Stream and Wetland Focus Area 

Focus Area 1 begins at the Paulding/Van Wert County Line and Dutch John Road and was 
identified to evaluate route adjustments that could minimize impacts to an existing intermittent 
stream and wetland (Attachment A, Map 6). The stream and wetland are along the west side of 
Dutch John Road, and for approximately 2.5 miles are within, or directly adjacent to, the Project’s 
proposed ROW. Additionally, on the west side of the intermittent stream and wetland, there are 
residences which if the transmission line was shifted west to avoid the intermittent stream and 
wetland, would encroach on the Project’s expanded ROW.  

To avoid the stream and wetland and increase the distance from existing residences, one study 
segment (Study Segment 1) was developed to route the transmission line to the east side of 
Dutch John Road before connecting back with the existing transmission line alignment.  

3.2 Focus Area 2: Residential Encroachment and Road ROW Focus Area 

As described in Section 2.0, between Feasby-Wisener Road and Fife Road, there are several 
residences encroaching in the Project’s expanded ROW width (100 feet). The area between 
residential structures and road ROW is also particularly narrow (Attachment A, Map 7), resulting 
in the existing transmission structures being near the road’s pavement.  

To address residential encroachments in the Project’s expanded ROW and to allow for more 
space between the existing transmission line and road pavement, Study Segment 2 was 
developed. Study Segment 2 routes to the east side of Dutch John Road through open agricultural 
fields, avoiding residential encroachments or road ROW constraints.  

3.3 Focus Area 3: Greenfield Reroute Focus Area 

To increase reliability and to provide service to the Mega Site, a greenfield reroute focus area 
was developed north and east of Van Wert Substation (Attachment A, Map 8). Focus Area 3 
begins north of Union Pleasant Road and extends east between Stripe Road and Mendon Road; 
it ends south of the existing Van Wert Substation. The Focus Area was developed to include a 
large enough area to identify a study segment network for the Project’s greenfield reroute 
alignment and provides multiple alternatives to accommodate the Mega Site development.  

The Siting Team focused study segment development on routing opportunities across open, 
agricultural fields and along parcel boundaries, and minimizing impacts to residences and 
environmental resources. Study segments were developed between Union Pleasant Road and 
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4.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Engaging the public, government, and private stakeholders is essential in the route development 
process. Input from landowners and other stakeholders helps the Siting Team refine study 
segments and determine the Project’s Proposed Route. The Siting Team engaged stakeholders in 
two distinct ways for the Project: through stakeholder meetings and through an in-person public 
open house. 

4.1 Stakeholder Meetings 

Early in the siting process, the Siting Team identified the Van Wert Area Economic Development 
Council (VWAEDC) as a key stakeholder for the Project. The Siting Team wanted to engage 
VWAEDC to better understand VWAEDC’s planned development and active projects in the area, 
and to communicate the Company’s upcoming electric transmission improvements in the area. 
The Company held its first meeting with VWAEDC in April 2024.  

During the meeting, the Company described the planned electric transmission improvements, 
and VWAEDC shared information about the Mega Site, including the Mega Site’s potential 
ingress/egress and the potential location of the customer’s substation within the Mega Site. The 
customer’s substation will tie into the Project once constructed. The Siting Team adjusted the 
study segment network to address VWAEDC’s concerns by removing segments that bisected the 
agricultural fields within the Mega Site as well as developing segments that parallel the railroad 
corridor in the Focus Area (Attachment A, Map 9). Following the meeting with VWAEDC, the 
Company announced the Project and scheduled an in-person open house to take place in June 
2024. 

4.2 Public Open House 

The Company initiated public outreach to landowners along the rebuild segments and reroute 
segments in May 2024 with a public letter, overview map, fact sheet, comment card, and 
directions on how to access the project-specific website and in-person public open house 
(Attachment D, Public Open House Mapping).  

The in-person public open house was held on June 13, 2024, in Van Wert. The Siting Team set up 
stations at the meeting and provided information on engineering and design of the structures, 
environmental and forestry impacts, the Project need, real estate and ROW process, and the 
overall siting process. 

Printed maps were provided at the open house for the public to review and were used to record 
written comments concerning sensitive resources in the local environment. Members of the 
Siting Team answered questions from attendees about the Project, and aided landowners in 
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locating their property or other features of concern on the printed maps. The Siting Team 
documented landowner comments on the printed maps and encouraged attendees to fill out 
comment cards with feedback they wanted to provide. 

Twenty landowners attended the public open house. Between comment cards collected at the 
public open house, comments documented on the printed maps by the Siting Team, and mailed 
or emailed comments, a total of 31 comments were collected.  

Comments included a preference for and/or aversion to particular segments, concerns about 
impacts to agricultural land and existing agricultural operations, concerns about impacts to 
ingress and egress to existing businesses, and support for the Project. The Siting Team reviewed 
and digitized the comment cards and stored them in the Project database as a record of meeting 
attendance and public comments. 

Based on public comments and Siting Team feedback, the study segment network was refined 
and two study segments (21 and 24) were removed in Focus Area 3.  These segments were 
removed as they add additional length and impacts to agricultural fields without adding much 
benefit to the study segment network. All other study segments were retained. No new study 
segments were added to the study segment network. Based on the revised study segment 
network within the three focus areas, alternative routes were identified and compared. 
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5.0 ALTERNATIVE ROUTE COMPARISON  

5.1 Focus Area 1 

As described in Section 3.1.2, Focus Area 1 was identified to evaluate route adjustments to 
minimize impacts to an intermittent stream and wetland along Dutch John Road. To avoid these 
features, the Siting Team developed Study Segment 1 that routes on the east side of Dutch John 
Road and avoids the intermittent stream and wetland. Study Segment 1 was considered by the 
Siting Team but was ultimately not selected for the Project because the Company is able to stay 
on existing centerline without impacting the stream/wetland, avoiding additional road crossing 
and impacts to new landowners and agricultural land use on the east side of Dutch John Road. 
The Siting Team developed engineering solutions through structure placement that would 
minimize impacts to the stream and wetland. Staying on centerline through Focus Area 1 avoids 
introducing new impacts to the Study Area, while still minimizing environmental impacts. 

5.2 Focus Area 2 

Focus Area 2 was identified to evaluate route adjustments to avoid residences that are 
encroaching on the Project ROW. To avoid these residences, the Siting Team developed Study 
Segment 2 that routes on the east side of Dutch John Road through open agricultural fields. Study 
Segment 2 was considered by the Siting Team but was ultimately not selected for the Project 
because the Company is able to stay on existing centerline through this area, minimizing impacts 
to the residences through structure placement and span lengths. Staying on centerline through 
this Focus Area avoids introducing new impacts to the Study Area such as additional road 
crossings and impacts to new landowners and agricultural land use on the east side of Dutch John 
Road. 

5.3 Focus Area 3 

The alternative route comparison within Focus Area 3 focused on the greenfield study segments 
and included three rebuild study segments (RB1, RB2, RB3) to evaluate all the routes to a 
common endpoint. Because of the relatively large number of alternative routes developed from 
the greenfield study segments (19 routes), the Siting Team developed corridors that 
encompassed several alternative routes (Attachment A, Map 10). The corridors simplified the 
alternative route comparison by using aggregate corridors that encompass several alternative 
routes. This approach enabled the Siting Team to distill quantitative results for one area 
encompassing multiple routes, as opposed to several transmission line options that may not 
provide differentiating quantitative results.  
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The corridors correspond to different areas in the Focus Area. A common corridor area was 
identified where multiple corridors overlap. The Outer Corridor contains three alternative routes 
that run along Union Pleasant Road and Stripe Road, running through the Mega Site. The Upper 
Corridor contains four alternative routes and is just south of Union Pleasant Road, primarily along 
Marsh Road on the western edge of the Mega Site. The Middle Corridor contains eight alternative 
routes which run along Marsh Road, US Route (US) 127/224, and bisect agricultural fields. Lastly, 
the Lower Corridor contains four alternative routes that run along Marsh Road and along the 
edge of agricultural fields. The Lower Corridor is closest to the commercially developed area in 
the City of Van Wert and is adjacent to the southwestern corner of the Mega Site. Routes in the 
Upper, Middle, and Lower Corridors contain a rebuild study segment.  

Once the alternative route comparison methodology was finalized, comparison criteria were 
established and agreed upon by the Siting Team.  

5.4 Alternative Route Comparison Criteria 

The Siting Team evaluated a set of relevant criteria within the Study Area to compare the 
alternative routes within Focus Area 3. Three main categories were used for the alternative route 
comparison: natural environment, human environment, and engineering and constructability 
(Attachment E, Table 1). The natural environment criteria focused on stream, water body, and 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) floodplain crossings; acres of National Wetlands 
Inventory (NWI) wetlands in the Project ROW; and tree clearing required in the ROW. The human 
environment criteria focused on quantifying parcels, landowners, residences, businesses, 
schools, designated places of worship, hospitals, and cultural resources within the Project ROW 
and at various distances from the Project centerline. An important consideration in the human 
environment category was the Project length that crosses or is within the Mega Site because the 
longer the length, the more opportunity for customer interconnection. The engineering and 
constructability criteria focused on quantifying total length, length of greenfield and rebuild, 
heavy turn angles and length of the alternative routes that overbuild distribution and parallel 
roads. 

The following compares the Alternative Routes within Focus Area 3: Greenfield Reroute Focus 
Area.  

5.5 Alternative Route Comparison Results 

The following compares the Alternative Routes across the three comparison categories.  
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5.5.1 Natural Environment 

The alternative routes had similar results in the natural environment category. All alternative 
routes cross at least two National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) streams (Maddox Creek and Town 
Creek), while the routes in the Outer Corridor cross three streams (Maddox Creek, Town Creek, 
and Stripe Creek). A key differentiator in the natural environment category was the acreage of 
FEMA floodplain crossed by the alternative route’s ROW. Routes in the Upper and Middle 
Corridors cross the largest acreage of floodplain in the ROW. Routes in the Lower Corridor cross 
the smallest acreage of floodplain in the ROW. More acreage in floodplain could potentially 
require transmission line structures to be located within the floodplain, requiring permitting. 

Routes in the Outer Corridor require the least amount of tree clearing in the ROW, crossing 
primarily agricultural land, while routes in the Upper, Middle, and Lower Corridors require 
between 1.4 acres and 1.7 acres of tree clearing in the ROW. Routes in the Upper Corridor are 
the only routes that have palustrine emergent/palustrine scrub shrub wetlands in the ROW. 

5.5.2 Human Environment  

Routes in the Outer Corridor cross the greatest number of parcels. Routes in the Lower Corridor 
cross the second greatest number of parcels due to crossing smaller parcels. The number of 
parcels crossed by the routes in the Upper and Middle Corridors generally corresponds to the 
routes’ total length with the longer routes crossing more parcels and shorter routes crossing 
fewer parcels. 

In the Study Area and Focus Area 3, it is common for one landowner to own multiple parcels, 
which results in the number of landowners within the ROW being less than the number of parcels 
crossed. Routes in the Outer Corridor and Lower Corridor have the greatest number of 
landowners in the ROW (between 32 and 33 landowners); routes in the Upper Corridor have the 
fewest number of landowners in the ROW (between 24 and 26), while routes in the Middle 
Corridor have a larger range of landowners within the ROW (between 25 and 31). 

None of the alternative routes have barns, outbuildings, sheds, garages, silos, residences/single-
family dwellings, or businesses/commercial buildings in the ROW. Similarly, none of the 
alternative routes have designated places of worship within 1,000 feet of the centerline. Routes 
in the Outer Corridor have the greatest number of residences within 250 feet of centerline 
because they follow Union Pleasant Road where there are several residences on the north and 
south side of the road.  

Crossing the Mega Site is considered a benefit for the Project because the more length within the 
Mega Site, the more opportunities there are for incoming customers to connect to new electric 
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feeds. Routes in the Outer Corridor have the longest length crossing the Mega Site. Routes in the 
Upper and Middle Corridors have similar lengths that cross the Mega Site. Routes in the Lower 
Corridor have the shortest length crossing the Mega Site. 

Routes in the Outer Corridor have four archaeological resources within the ROW; however, these 
resources are not listed in the NRHP. Their NRHP eligibility will need to be determined on an 
individual resource basis. Archaeological resources are confidential and are not presented on 
Project maps. 

5.5.3 Engineering and Constructability 

Engineering and constructability is the ability to efficiently and cost effectively engineer, acquire 
ROW, construct, operate, and maintain the proposed transmission line. Major factors include line 
length, heavy angles, access, and ability to parallel or use existing ROWs. Routes in the Outer 
Corridor are the longest routes at almost 4 miles long. Routes in the Lower Corridor are among 
the shortest routes, at under 3 miles. Routes in the Upper and Middle Corridors have a wider 
range of total lengths, ranging between 2.9 miles and 3.4 miles. 

Using the common endpoint and rebuild study segments as discussed in Section 5.3, the Siting 
Team quantified each routes’ length of greenfield transmission line and length of existing 
transmission line to be rebuilt as part of the alternative route. Having a greater length of existing 
transmission line being rebuilt is a benefit to the Project because it enables the Company to use 
existing ROW. The only corridor without a rebuild section is the Outer Corridor. Routes in the 
Outer Corridor diverge from the existing transmission line at the common endpoint, resulting in 
the longest length of greenfield transmission line. Routes in the Upper Corridor, Middle Corridor, 
and Lower Corridor each have a length of existing transmission line that will need to be rebuilt. 
Routes in the Lower Corridor have the longest length of rebuild (0.7 mile) while routes in the 
Upper Corridor have the shortest length of rebuild (0.3 mile). Routes in the Middle Corridor have 
0.5 mile of rebuild length.  

The number of heavy turn angles ranges between 3 and 10 angles between the alternative 
routes, with a higher number of turn angles being less preferred due to constructability and 
maintenance challenges, and requires larger foundations, thus additional land use impacts to 
property owners.  Routes in the Outer Corridor have longer distances paralleling roads, while the 
routes in the Lower Corridor have shorter distances paralleling roads. 

5.6 Suitable Route by Corridor 

To further distill the results of the alternative route comparison, the Siting Team identified the 
most suitable route in each corridor. The most suitable route in each corridor was determined by 
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evaluating which route introduced the least impact to the human environment, natural 
environment, and engineering and constructability categories. The most favorable route is 
highlighted in blue in Attachment E, Table 1.  

Route B was selected as the most suitable route in the Outer Corridor (Attachment A, Map 11). 
Route B is the shortest and crosses the fewest parcels among routes in the Outer Corridor. Route 
B also has the greatest length crossing the Mega Site property, requires the fewest heavy turn 
angles, and parallels 3 miles of road. 

In the Upper Corridor, Route D was selected as the most suitable route (Attachment A, Map 12). 
Route D crosses the fewest parcels and has the least number of landowners within the ROW. 
Route D also crosses more of the Mega Site and does not come within 250 feet of a nearby 
assisted living facility. 

Route L was selected as the most suitable route in the Middle Corridor (Attachment A, Map 13). 
Although Route L is the third shortest route in the Middle Corridor, it crosses the fewest parcels 
and has the least number of landowners within the ROW. Route L has a relatively short length 
crossing the Mega Site compared to the other routes but has fewer residences/single-family 
dwellings and businesses/commercial buildings within 100 feet, 250 feet, and 500 feet of the 
centerline than other routes in the Middle Corridor. 

In the Lower Corridor, Route P was selected as the most suitable route (Attachment A, Map 14). 
Route P is the second shortest route, crosses the fewest parcels, and has the least number of 
landowners within the ROW. Route P also has the second greatest length crossing the Mega Site 
compared to the other routes in the Lower Corridor and requires the fewest heavy turn angles. 
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6.0 PROPOSED ROUTE 

Based on stakeholder input, analysis, and the four alternative routes identified as most suitable 
route by corridor in Section 5.6, the Siting Team identified Route P as the alternative route to be 
incorporated into the Project’s Proposed Route. The Proposed Route exits the Van Wert 
Substation to the west, paralleling the exiting Van Wert Extensions 69 kV Transmission Line, then 
routes north on Marsh Road. The Proposed Route turns west, routing along the edge of 
agricultural fields and adjacent to a railroad spur, before connecting with the existing Van Wert-
Haviland 69 kV Transmission Line. The Proposed Route will then be rebuilt on centerline to the 
Haviland Substation (Attachment A, Map 15). The Proposed Route is the shortest of the 
preferred routes, has the greatest length of existing transmission line to be rebuilt, has the fewest 
residential impacts, and crosses the least amount of FEMA floodplain. The Preferred Route also 
crosses the Mega Site to provide electrical service to future customers while avoiding potential 
impacts to future development within the Mega Site.  

Collectively, the Siting Team determined that the Proposed Route meets the goals of minimizing 
impacts on land use and the natural and cultural resources along the Project, while avoiding 
circuitous routes, extreme costs, and non-standard design requirements. 

7.0 FINAL ROUTING ADJUSTMENT 

Following identification of the Proposed Route, the Company completed detailed engineering 
and started ROW acquisition. Based on information gathered during these tasks, the Proposed 
Route was adjusted south of US 30 to the west side of Marsh Road. This adjustment was based 
on feedback received from the Vantage Career Center to avoid running along the front entrance 
of the school. The landowner on the west side of Marsh Road agreed to this adjustment. The 
Refined Proposed Route is shown on Attachment A, Map 16. No additional wetland, streams, or 
cultural resource impacts are anticipated. 



 

 

Attachment A: Route Development Maps 
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33
33

!

/ƻƳƳƻƴ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ !ǊŜŀ
[ƻǿŜǊ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ
aƛŘŘƭŜ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ
hǳǘŜǊ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ
¦ǇǇŜǊ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ

! tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 9ƴŘǇƻƛƴǘ
9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ
aŀƧƻǊ wƻŀŘ
wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ
[ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘ

33 {ŎƘƻƻƭ

tƭŀŎŜ hŦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ
²ƛƴŘ ¢ǳǊōƛƴŜ
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ
bI5 {ǘǊŜŀƳ
b²L ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ
t!5¦{
LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ tƭŀŎŜ
±ŀƴ²ŜǊǘ aŜƎŀ {ƛǘŜ
ό5ƛƎƛǝȊŜŘ ōȅ WŀŎƻōǎύ

л мΣллл нΣллл оΣллл

CŜŜǘ

aŀǇ мл
hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ

±ŀƴ ²ŜǊǘπIŀǾƛƭŀƴŘ
¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

уκмфκнлнр

�(
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ
b!5 мфуо {ǘŀǘŜtƭŀƴŜ hƘƛƻ
{ƻǳǘƘ CLt{ оплн ό¦{ CŜŜǘύ

5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ

ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όh5h¢ύ
¦{! b!Lt LƳŀƎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ



33
33

!

bŀƳŜ
hǳǘŜǊ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ
tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǝŀƭ wƻǳǘŜ

! tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 9ƴŘǇƻƛƴǘ
9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ
aŀƧƻǊ wƻŀŘ
wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ
[ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘ

33 {ŎƘƻƻƭ

tƭŀŎŜ hŦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ
²ƛƴŘ ¢ǳǊōƛƴŜ
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ
bI5 {ǘǊŜŀƳ
b²L ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ
t!5¦{
LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ tƭŀŎŜ
±ŀƴ²ŜǊǘ aŜƎŀ {ƛǘŜ
ό5ƛƎƛǝȊŜŘ ōȅ WŀŎƻōǎύ

л мΣллл нΣллл оΣллл

CŜŜǘ

aŀǇ мм
hǳǘŜǊ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ

±ŀƴ ²ŜǊǘπIŀǾƛƭŀƴŘ
¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

уκмфκнлнр

�(
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ
b!5 мфуо {ǘŀǘŜtƭŀƴŜ hƘƛƻ
{ƻǳǘƘ CLt{ оплн ό¦{ CŜŜǘύ

5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ

ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όh5h¢ύ
¦{! b!Lt LƳŀƎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ



33
33

!

bŀƳŜ
¦ǇǇŜǊ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ
tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǝŀƭ wƻǳǘŜ

! tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 9ƴŘǇƻƛƴǘ
9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ
aŀƧƻǊ wƻŀŘ
wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ
[ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘ

33 {ŎƘƻƻƭ

tƭŀŎŜ hŦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ
²ƛƴŘ ¢ǳǊōƛƴŜ
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ
bI5 {ǘǊŜŀƳ
b²L ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ
t!5¦{
LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ tƭŀŎŜ
±ŀƴ²ŜǊǘ aŜƎŀ {ƛǘŜ
ό5ƛƎƛǝȊŜŘ ōȅ WŀŎƻōǎύ

л мΣллл нΣллл оΣллл

CŜŜǘ

aŀǇ мн
¦ǇǇŜǊ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ

±ŀƴ ²ŜǊǘπIŀǾƛƭŀƴŘ
¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

уκмфκнлнр

�(
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ
b!5 мфуо {ǘŀǘŜtƭŀƴŜ hƘƛƻ
{ƻǳǘƘ CLt{ оплн ό¦{ CŜŜǘύ

5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ

ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όh5h¢ύ
¦{! b!Lt LƳŀƎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ



33
33

!

bŀƳŜ
aƛŘŘƭŜ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ
tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǝŀƭ wƻǳǘŜ

! tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 9ƴŘǇƻƛƴǘ
9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ
aŀƧƻǊ wƻŀŘ
wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ
[ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘ

33 {ŎƘƻƻƭ

tƭŀŎŜ hŦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ
²ƛƴŘ ¢ǳǊōƛƴŜ
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ
bI5 {ǘǊŜŀƳ
b²L ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ
t!5¦{
LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ tƭŀŎŜ
±ŀƴ²ŜǊǘ aŜƎŀ {ƛǘŜ
ό5ƛƎƛǝȊŜŘ ōȅ WŀŎƻōǎύ

л мΣллл нΣллл оΣллл

CŜŜǘ

aŀǇ мо
aƛŘŘƭŜ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ

±ŀƴ ²ŜǊǘπIŀǾƛƭŀƴŘ
¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

уκмфκнлнр

�(
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ
b!5 мфуо {ǘŀǘŜtƭŀƴŜ hƘƛƻ
{ƻǳǘƘ CLt{ оплн ό¦{ CŜŜǘύ

5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ

ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όh5h¢ύ
¦{! b!Lt LƳŀƎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ



33
33

!

bŀƳŜ
[ƻǿŜǊ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ
tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǝŀƭ wƻǳǘŜ

! tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 9ƴŘǇƻƛƴǘ
9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ
aŀƧƻǊ wƻŀŘ
wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ
[ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘ

33 {ŎƘƻƻƭ

tƭŀŎŜ hŦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ
²ƛƴŘ ¢ǳǊōƛƴŜ
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ
bI5 {ǘǊŜŀƳ
b²L ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ
t!5¦{
LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ tƭŀŎŜ
±ŀƴ²ŜǊǘ aŜƎŀ {ƛǘŜ
ό5ƛƎƛǝȊŜŘ ōȅ WŀŎƻōǎύ

л мΣллл нΣллл оΣллл

CŜŜǘ

aŀǇ мп
[ƻǿŜǊ wƻǳǘŜ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ

±ŀƴ ²ŜǊǘπIŀǾƛƭŀƴŘ
¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

уκмфκнлнр

�(
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ
b!5 мфуо {ǘŀǘŜtƭŀƴŜ hƘƛƻ
{ƻǳǘƘ CLt{ оплн ό¦{ CŜŜǘύ

5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ

ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όh5h¢ύ
¦{! b!Lt LƳŀƎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ



3333

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ
²ƛƴŘ ¢ǳǊōƛƴŜ
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ
bI5 {ǘǊŜŀƳ
b²L ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ
t!5¦{
/ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ
LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ tƭŀŎŜ
±ŀƴ²ŜǊǘ aŜƎŀ {ƛǘŜ
ό5ƛƎƛǝȊŜŘ ōȅ WŀŎƻōǎύ л рΣллл млΣллл

CŜŜǘ

±ŀƴ ²ŜǊǘπIŀǾƛƭŀƴŘ
¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

уκмфκнлнр

�(
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ
b!5 мфуо {ǘŀǘŜtƭŀƴŜ hƘƛƻ
{ƻǳǘƘ CLt{ оплн ό¦{ CŜŜǘύ

5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ

ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όh5h¢ύ
¦{! b!Lt LƳŀƎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ

aŀǇ мр
tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wƻǳǘŜ

tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wƻǳǘŜ

! tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 9ƴŘǇƻƛƴǘ

! 9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ {ǘŀǝƻƴ
9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ
aŀƧƻǊ wƻŀŘ
wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ
[ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘ

33 {ŎƘƻƻƭ

tƭŀŎŜ hŦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ



!!

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ
bI5 {ǘǊŜŀƳ
b²L ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ
мллπȅŜŀǊ CƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ
/ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ
LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ tƭŀŎŜ
tŀǊŎŜƭǎ

л рлл мΣллл

CŜŜǘ

aŀǇ мс
!ŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wƻǳǘŜ

±ŀƴ ²ŜǊǘπIŀǾƛƭŀƴŘ
¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

уκнлκнлнр

�(
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ
b!5 мфуо {ǘŀǘŜtƭŀƴŜ hƘƛƻ
{ƻǳǘƘ CLt{ оплн ό¦{ CŜŜǘύ

5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ

ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όh5h¢ύ
¦{! b!Lt LƳŀƎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ

�3�D�J�H�������R�I����

tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wƻǳǘŜ

! tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 9ƴŘǇƻƛƴǘ

! 9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ {ǘŀǝƻƴ
9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ
aŀƧƻǊ wƻŀŘ
[ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘ
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ
²ƛƴŘ ¢ǳǊōƛƴŜ



.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ
bI5 {ǘǊŜŀƳ
b²L ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ
мллπȅŜŀǊ CƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ
t!5¦{
/ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ
LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ tƭŀŎŜ
tŀǊŎŜƭǎ

л рлл мΣллл

CŜŜǘ

aŀǇ мс
!ŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wƻǳǘŜ

±ŀƴ ²ŜǊǘπIŀǾƛƭŀƴŘ
¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

уκнлκнлнр

�(
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ
b!5 мфуо {ǘŀǘŜtƭŀƴŜ hƘƛƻ
{ƻǳǘƘ CLt{ оплн ό¦{ CŜŜǘύ

5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ

ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όh5h¢ύ
¦{! b!Lt LƳŀƎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ

�3�D�J�H�������R�I����

tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wƻǳǘŜ

! 9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ {ǘŀǝƻƴ
9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ
wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ
[ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘ

tƭŀŎŜ hŦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ
²ƛƴŘ ¢ǳǊōƛƴŜ



bI5 {ǘǊŜŀƳ
b²L ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ
мллπȅŜŀǊ CƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ
/ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ
LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ tƭŀŎŜ
tŀǊŎŜƭǎ

л рлл мΣллл

CŜŜǘ

aŀǇ мс
!ŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wƻǳǘŜ

±ŀƴ ²ŜǊǘπIŀǾƛƭŀƴŘ
¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

уκнлκнлнр

�(
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ
b!5 мфуо {ǘŀǘŜtƭŀƴŜ hƘƛƻ
{ƻǳǘƘ CLt{ оплн ό¦{ CŜŜǘύ

5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ

ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όh5h¢ύ
¦{! b!Lt LƳŀƎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ

�3�D�J�H�������R�I����

tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wƻǳǘŜ

! 9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ {ǘŀǝƻƴ
9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ
wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ
[ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘ
²ƛƴŘ ¢ǳǊōƛƴŜ
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ



.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ
bI5 {ǘǊŜŀƳ
b²L ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ
мллπȅŜŀǊ CƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ
/ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ
tŀǊŎŜƭǎ

л рлл мΣллл

CŜŜǘ

aŀǇ мс
!ŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wƻǳǘŜ

±ŀƴ ²ŜǊǘπIŀǾƛƭŀƴŘ
¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƴŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

уκнлκнлнр

�(
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ
b!5 мфуо {ǘŀǘŜtƭŀƴŜ hƘƛƻ
{ƻǳǘƘ CLt{ оплн ό¦{ CŜŜǘύ

5ŀǘŀ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ
hƘƛƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ

ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ όh5h¢ύ
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Attachment B: Data Collection Summary 

 

Data Source Description 
Geographic 
information system 
(GIS) Data 

See Attachment C, GIS Data Sources.  

Field Inspections 
Siting Team members conducted field inspections throughout the Study Area, Focus 
Areas, and along the Study Segments in June 2023. 

Local Agencies/Officials Van Wert Economic Development Council, October 2023 & September 2024 

Open House(s) 
The Company hosted one in-person open house on June 13, 2024 in Van Wert, Ohio. 
The open house was hosted at the Trinity Friends Church and 20 landowners 
attended.  

Public Comments 

Received approximately 31 public comments between comment cards received at the 
open house, comments recorded during open house mapping, and mailed/e-mailed 
comments. AEP representatives reviewed the comments and reached out to the 
authors to address concerns or discuss the Project further.  



 Van Wert-Haviland Transmission Line Rebuild Project 
Siting Study 

American Electric Power C-1 December 2024 

Attachment C: GIS Data Sources 

Siting Criteria Source Description 
General 

Number of parcels crossed by 
the ROW 

Van Wert County, Ohio Auditor 
(2024)  

Count of the number of parcels crossed by the ROW 

Length of greenfield (in miles) Measured in GIS. Length of greenfield transmission line measured in miles. 
Length of rebuild (in miles) Measured in GIS. Length of rebuild transmission line measured in miles. 
Landowners within ROW Van Wert County, Ohio Auditor 

(2024) 
Count of the number of unique landowners within the ROW 

Natural Environment 
Total streams crossed NHD, 2024 Count of NHD streams crossed. The NHD represents the 

water drainage network of the United States with features 
such as rivers, streams, ponds, and lakes. 

Forested wetlands in the ROW USGS, NWI, 2024 Area calculation of wetlands in the ROW (in acres). The NWI 
produces information on the characteristics, extent, and 
status of the Nation’s wetlands and deepwater habitats 

PEM/PSS wetlands in the ROW  USGS, NWI, 2024 Area calculation of wetlands in the ROW (in acres). The NWI 
produces information on the characteristics, extent, and 
status of the Nation’s wetlands and deepwater habitats 

Waterbody (lakes, rivers, etc.) 
crossings 

USGS, NHD, 2024 Length of NHD waterbody crossings (in feet). The NHD 
represents the water drainage network of the United States 
with features such as rivers, streams, ponds, and lakes. 

FEMA-designated floodplain 
crossed by ROW (A/100-year 
flood) 

National Flood Hazard Layer 
(FEMA), 2024 

Area calculation of FEMA floodplain crossed by the ROW (in 
acres). The FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer dataset 
represents the current effective flood data for the country. 

Tree clearing required in the 
ROW 

Digitized based on aerial imagery. Acres of tree clearing required in the ROW. 



 Van Wert-Haviland Transmission Line Rebuild Project 
Siting Study 

American Electric Power C-2 December 2024 

Siting Criteria Source Description 
Human Environment 

Number of residences within 
the ROW and within 100-feet, 
250-feet, and 500-feet of the 
route centerline 

Microsoft Building Footprints 
(2023); ESRI Aerial Imagery 

Count of the number of residences within the ROW and 
within 100-feet, 250-feet, and 500-feet of potential routes 

Number of commercial 
buildings within the ROW and 
within 100-feet, 250-feet, and 
500-feet of the route 
centerline 

Microsoft Building Footprints 
(2023) or digitized from ESRI Aerial 
Imagery. 

Count of the number of commercial buildings within the 
ROW and within 100-feet, 250-feet, and 500-feet of 
potential routes. 

Number of archeological 
resources within the ROW 

State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) of Ohio (2024) 

Previously identified archeological resources identified in 
the Ohio SHPO database.  

Number of historic 
architectural resources within 
the ROW, within a half-mile of 
the route centerline  

State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) of Ohio (2024) 

National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) (2024) 

Previously identified historic architectural resource sites and 
districts listed or eligible on the NRHP acquired through the 
Ohio SHPO and the NRHP. 

Institutional uses (schools, 
places of worship and 
cemeteries) within 1,000 feet 
of the route centerline 

Homeland Infrastructure 
Foundation-Level Data (HIFLD) 
(2024) 

This dataset includes the locations of churches, hospitals, 
and schools.  

Engineering and Constructability 
Route length Measured in GIS Length of route in miles. 
Number and severity of angled 
structures 

Developed in GIS Anticipated number of angled structures greater than 20-
degrees. 

Length overbuilding 
distribution 

AEP Ohio Transco Miles of the route overbuilding existing distribution. 

Length of road parallel ESRI road file (2024) Miles of the route parallel to existing roadways 



 

 

Attachment D: Public Open House Mapping 
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Attachment E: Alternative Route Comparison Table 
 



Alternative Route Unit A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S

Natural Environment
Total streams crossed count 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Forested wetlands in the ROW (NWI) acres 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.82 0.82 0.82 0.82 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
PEM/PSS  wetlands in the ROW (NWI) acres 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Waterbody (lakes, rivers, etc.) crossings feet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEMA-designated floodplain crossed by ROW (A/100 Year Flood) acres 3.66 3.66 3.66 4.25 4.25 4.25 4.25 4.28 4.28 4.28 4.28 4.28 4.28 4.28 4.28 1.69 1.69 1.69 1.69

Tree clearing required in the ROW (digitized based on aerial photography) acres 0.82 0.82 0.82 1.46 1.46 1.46 1.46 1.71 1.71 1.71 1.71 1.75 1.75 1.75 1.75 1.54 1.54 1.54 1.54

Municipalities, Counties, and Townships Crossed
Van Wert County miles 3.98 3.95 3.96 2.94 2.97 2.95 2.92 3.37 3.40 3.38 3.35 3.05 3.08 3.06 3.03 2.93 2.96 2.94 2.91
City of Van Wert miles 0.90 0.70 0.63 0.70 0.82 0.63 0.75 0.70 0.82 0.63 0.75 0.70 0.82 0.63 0.75 0.83 0.96 0.77 0.89
Hoaglin Township miles 0.53 0.53 0.53 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Pleasant Township miles 0.12 0.12 0.24 1.28 1.38 1.40 1.46 1.72 1.81 1.83 1.89 1.87 1.96 1.98 2.04 1.61 1.70 1.72 1.78
Ridge Township miles 1.53 1.70 1.66 0.96 0.77 0.92 0.71 0.96 0.77 0.92 0.71 0.49 0.30 0.45 0.23 0.49 0.30 0.45 0.23
Union Township miles 0.89 0.89 0.89 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Human Environment
Number of Parcels Crossed count 45 41 43 26 28 28 28 32 34 34 34 28 30 30 30 34 36 36 36
Landowners within ROW count 32 32 33 24 26 25 26 29 31 30 31 25 27 26 27 31 33 32 33
Barns, outbuildings, sheds, garages and silos in the ROW (excludes
abandoned features)

count 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mega Jobsite Crossed by Route miles 1.53 1.99 1.99 0.91 0.73 0.92 0.71 0.91 0.73 0.92 0.71 0.44 0.26 0.45 0.23 0.44 0.26 0.45 0.23
Residences/single-family dwellings within ROW count 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Residences/single-family dwellings within 100 feet of centerline count 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1
Residences/single-family dwellings within 250 feet of centerline count 13 13 13 7 7 7 7 9 9 9 9 5 5 5 5 8 8 8 8
Residences/single-family dwellings within 500 feet of centerline count 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 1 1 1 1
Businesses/commercial buildings within the ROW count 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Businesses/commercial buildings within 250 feet of the centerline count 8 8 9 5 5 6 6 5 5 6 6 7 7 8 8 8 8 9 9
Businesses/commercial buildings within 500 feet of the centerline count 5 5 7 3 3 5 5 3 3 5 5 5 5 7 7 6 6 8 8
Schools within 1,000 feet of centerline count 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Designated places of worship within 1,000 feet of centerline count 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hospitals and assisted living facilities within 250 feet of centerline count 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1

NRHP-listed resources within 1/2  mile of the centerline count 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Historic architectural resources within 1/2  mile of the centerline (eligible, 
non-eligible, or unevaluated)

count 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56

Archaeological sites within ROW  (eligible, non-eligible, or unevaluated) count 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Engineering and Constructability
Total Length miles 3.98 3.95 3.96 2.94 2.97 2.95 2.92 3.37 3.40 3.38 3.35 3.05 3.08 3.06 3.03 2.93 2.96 2.94 2.91
Length of Greenfield miles 3.98 3.95 3.96 2.67 2.70 2.68 2.65 2.83 2.86 2.84 2.81 2.51 2.54 2.52 2.49 2.22 2.25 2.23 2.20
Length of Rebuild miles 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.27 0.27 0.27 0.27 0.54 0.54 0.54 0.54 0.54 0.54 0.54 0.54 0.71 0.71 0.71 0.71
Turn angles greater than 20 degrees count 6 6 7 3 4 7 3 5 6 9 5 5 6 9 5 6 7 10 6
Length parallelling road miles 2.53 2.99 3.03 1.84 1.57 1.58 1.55 2.10 2.13 2.14 2.12 1.58 1.61 1.62 1.59 1.52 1.56 1.57 1.54

Table 1.  Alternative Route Comparison

Outer Routes (3 routes) Upper Routes (4 routes) Middle Routes (8 routes) Lower Routes (4 routes)



Route Study Segments
Route A 4, 6, 13, 25
Route B 4, 7, 8, 13, 25
Route C 4, 5, 9, 8, 13, 25
Route D 4, 7, 11, 12, 14, 22, 23, RB3
Route E 4, 7, 9, 10, 12, 14, 22, 23, RB3
Route F 4, 5, 9, 11, 12, 14, 22, 23, RB3
Route G 4, 5, 10, 12, 14, 22, 23, RB3
Route H 4, 7, 11, 12, 14, 18, 19, 20, RB2, RB3
Route I 4, 7, 9, 10, 12, 14, 18, 19, 20, RB2, RB3
Route J 4, 5, 9, 11, 12, 14, 18, 19, 20, RB2, RB3
Route K 4, 5, 10, 12, 14, 18, 19, 20, RB2, RB3
Route L 4, 7, 11, 12, 15, 17, 19, 20, RB2, RB3
Route M 4, 7, 9, 10, 12, 15, 17, 19, 20, RB2, RB3
Route N 4, 5, 9, 11, 12, 15, 17, 19, 20, RB2, RB3
Route O 4, 5, 10, 12, 15, 17, 19, 20, RB2, RB3
Route P 4, 7, 11, 12, 15, 16, 3, RB1, RB2, RB3
Route Q 4, 7, 9, 10, 12, 15, 16, 3, RB1, RB2, RB3
Route R 4, 5, 9, 11, 12, 15, 16, 3, RB1, RB2, RB3
Route S 4, 5, 10, 12, 15, 16, 3, RB1, RB2, RB3

Alternative Routes
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Property Agreements 

Property Parcel Number Agreement Type Easement or Option 
Obtained (Yes/No) 

12-031464.0000 Existing Rights Adequate Yes 
12-031448.0000 Supplemental Easement No 
12-034208.0000 Temporary Easement No 
12-034452.0000 Supplemental Easement No 
11-013432.0100 Supplemental Easement No 
11-013432.0000 Supplemental Easement No 
12-034452.0200 Supplemental Easement No 
12-034452.0100 New Easement No 
12-031252.0000 Temporary Easement No 
19-041272.0000 New Easement Yes 
19-041228.0000 New Easement Yes 
11-013368.0000 New Easement Yes 
11-013368.0200 New Easement No 
12-034452.7803 New Easement No 
12-034452.7900 New Easement No 
12-034452.7600 New Easement No 
11-01337.00000 New Easement No 
12-034452.7601 New Easement No 
12-030476.8000 New Easement No 
11-013392.0101 New Easement No 
11-013392.0100 New Easement No 
11-013392.0000 New Easement No 
11-013436.0000 Temporary Easement No 
11-013396.0000 New Easement Yes 
11-013428.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
11-013424-0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-012532-0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-012532.0100 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-012528.0400 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-012528.0300 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-012528.0200 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-012528.0100 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-012528.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011972.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011972.0100 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011968.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011968.0200 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011968.0100 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011956.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011960.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011764.0000 Supplemental Easement No 
08-011760.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011752.0000 Supplemental Easement No 
08-011752.0100 Supplemental Easement No 
08-011748.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011316.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011312.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011308.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011308.0100 Supplemental Easement No 
08-011304.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
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08-011292.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011292.0100 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011284.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011288.0000 Supplemental Easement No 
08-011128.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011120.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011116.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011112.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011108.0100 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-011108.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-010732.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-010728.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-010728.0100 Supplemental Easement No 
08-010724.0100 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-010724.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-010720.0000 Supplemental Easement Yes 
08-010716.0000 Supplemental Easement No 
08-010716.0100 Supplemental Easement No 
05-35S-008-00 Supplemental Easement Yes 
05-35S-009-00 Supplemental Easement Yes 
05-35S-009-01 Supplemental Easement Yes 
05-35S-010-00 Supplemental Easement Yes 
05-35S-001-00 Supplemental Easement Yes 
05-26S-008-00 Supplemental Easement Yes 
05-26S-009-00 Supplemental Easement Yes 
06-01S-018-00 Supplemental Easement No 
05-26S-011-00 Existing Rights Adequate Yes 
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Line Name: Van Wert - Haviland 
Line No.: TLN380:OH529  Easement No.: 1  
 

SUPPLEMENTAL EASEMENT AND RIGHT OF WAY 

On this ___ day of ______________, 2025, , whose address is , (“Grantor”), whether one or more 
persons, owns an interest in a tract of real property that is more particularly described lands of the 
Grantor, situated in the State of Ohio, Van Wert County, Tax Parcel Number  in that certain 
document, dated  recorded in Deed Record Book, Page, of the real property records of Van Wert 
County, Ohio, and such tract is subject to easements and rights-of-way granted in favor of AEP 
Ohio Transmission Company, Inc..  
 
AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc., a(n) Ohio corporation, a unit of American Electric 
Power, whose principal business address is 1 Riverside Plaza, Columbus, Ohio 43215, (“AEP”) is 
the current owner and holder of the rights, title, and interest, or a portion thereof, granted in or 
arising under that certain right of way and easement, dated , and recorded in , of the official records 
of  County, Ohio (the “Original Easement”). 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of Ten and NO/100 Dollars ($10.00) and other 
good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, 
Grantor hereby grants, conveys and warrants this Supplemental Easement and Right of Way 
(“Easement”) to AEP for electric transmission, distribution, and communication lines and 
appurtenant equipment and fixtures, being, in, on, over, under, through and across  to supplement 
the Original Easement insofar as it encumbers such tract of real property owned by Grantor as 
more particularly described above. 
 
Auditor/Key/Tax Number:  
 
The location, width, and boundaries of the easement area are hereby revised, modified, and 
clarified to be as described and depicted on Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and made a part hereof 
(“Easement Area”). 
 
The Easement is also supplemented by the addition of the following language:  
 
AEP, its successors and assigns, are granted the right to construct, reconstruct, operate, maintain, 
alter, inspect and patrol (by ground or air), protect, repair, replace, renew, upgrade, relocate 
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within the Easement Area, remove and replace poles, towers, and structures, made of wood, 
metal, concrete or other materials, including crossarms, guys, anchors, anchoring systems, 
grounding systems, underground conduits, ducts, vaults, transformers, pedestals, risers, pads,  
communications facilities, and all other appurtenant equipment and fixtures, and to string 
conductors, wires and cables. The electric facilities may consist of a variable number of towers, 
poles, wires, guys, anchors and associated fixtures, including the right to enlarge, and may transmit 
electricity of any voltage or amperage,  together with the right to add to said facilities from time 
to time, and the right to do anything necessary, useful or convenient for the enjoyment of the 
Easement Area herein granted, together with the privilege of removing at any time any or all of 
said facilities erected on the Easement Area. 
 
AEP and its successors and assigns, shall have the right, in AEP’s reasonable discretion, to cut 
down, trim, and otherwise control, using herbicides or tree growth regulators, or other means, and 
at AEP’s option, to remove from the Easement Area any and all trees, overhanging branches, 
vegetation, brush, including all root systems or other obstructions.  AEP shall also have the right 
to cut down, trim, remove, and otherwise control trees situated on lands of the Grantor which 
adjoin the Easement Area, when in the reasonable opinion of AEP those trees may endanger the 
safety of, or interfere with the construction, operation or maintenance of AEP’s facilities or ingress 
or egress to, from or along the Easement Area. 
 
AEP and its successors and assigns are granted the right of unobstructed ingress and egress, at any 
and all times, on, over, across, along and upon the Easement Area, and across the adjoining lands 
of Grantor as may be reasonably necessary to access the Easement Area for the above referenced 
purposes. 
 
In no event shall Grantor, its heirs, successors, and assigns plant or cultivate any trees or place, 
construct, install, erect or permit any temporary or permanent building, structure, improvement or 
obstruction including but not limited to, storage tanks, billboards, signs, sheds, dumpsters, light 
poles, water impoundments, above ground irrigation systems, swimming pools or wells, or permit 
any alteration of the ground elevation, over or within the Easement Area. AEP may, at Grantor’s 
cost, remove any structure or obstruction if placed within the Easement Area and may re-grade 
any alterations of the ground elevation within the Easement Area.  AEP shall repair or pay Grantor 
for actual damages to growing crops, fences, gates, field tile, drainage ways, drives, or lawns 
caused by AEP in the exercise of the rights herein granted.   
 
The failure of AEP to exercise any of the rights granted herein, including but not limited to the 
removal of any obstructions from the Easement Area, shall not be deemed to constitute a waiver 
of the rights granted herein and the removal of any facilities from the Easement Area shall not be 
deemed to constitute a permanent abandonment or release of the rights granted herein.  
 
Except as modified by this Supplemental Easement and Right of Way, all terms and provisions of 
the Original Easement and all rights arising in connection with the Original Easement shall remain 
in full force and effect, and the Original Easement shall keep its priority in title as of the date of 
its recording.  Those provisions and rights are expressly ratified, reaffirmed by and incorporated 
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within this Supplemental Easement and Right of Way.  The Original Easement along with this 
Supplemental Easement and Right of Way shall for all purposes function as a single instrument, 
however, to the extent any terms or provisions of the Original Easement conflict with, limit or are 
inconsistent with any term or provision of the Supplemental Easement and Right of Way, the terms 
and provisions of this Supplemental Easement and Right of Way shall control.  Nothing herein 
will in any manner vary, change, modify, or restrict the rights and privileges that AEP may have 
acquired through any instrument other than the Original Easement or by any other means.   
 
The terms and conditions as supplemented by this instrument, are the complete agreement, 
expressed or implied between the parties hereto and shall inure to the benefit of and be binding on 
their respective successors, assigns, heirs, executors, administrators, lessees, tenants, licensees, 
and legal representatives. 
 
This instrument may be executed in counterparts, each of which will be deemed an original, but 
all of which taken together will constitute one and the same instrument. 
 
Any remaining space on this page intentionally left blank. See next page(s) for signature(s).  
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This instrument prepared by Marland L. Turner, Senior Counsel - Real Estate, American Electric 
Power Service Corporation, 1 Riverside Plaza, Columbus, OH 43215 for and on behalf of AEP 
Ohio Transmission Company, Inc., a unit of American Electric Power. 
 
When recorded return to: American Electric Power - Transmission Right of Way, 8500 Smiths 
Mill Road, New Albany, OH 43054.   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has executed this Easement effective the day, month and 
year first above written. 
 

 
 
 

  

GRANTOR 
 
 
 
By: ________________________ 
Title: ________________________ 

 

        
    
    
State of Ohio §     
  
County of Van Wert §      
        
This instrument was acknowledged before me on the _________ day of _________________, 
2025, by ________________________. 
    
   _______________________________________ 

   Notary Public 
Print Name: _____________________________ 

   My Commission Expires:______________________ 
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Line Name: Van Wert - Haviland                                                            
Line No.: TLN380:OH529 Easement No.:  1                                                                                                  

 
EASEMENT AND RIGHT OF WAY  

 
On this ___ day of______________, 2025, in consideration of Ten and NO/100 Dollars ($10.00), 
and other valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, 
and the covenants hereinafter set forth, , whose address is , ("Grantor"), whether one or more 
persons, hereby grants, sells, conveys, and warrants to AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc., 
a(n) Ohio corporation, a unit of American Electric Power, whose principal business address is 1 
Riverside Plaza, Columbus, Ohio 43215, (“AEP”) and its successors, assigns, lessees and tenants 
a permanent easement and right of way ("Easement"), for electric transmission, distribution, and 
communication lines and appurtenant equipment and fixtures, being, in, on, over, under, through 
and across the following described lands of the Grantor, situated in the State of Ohio, Van Wert 
County, Tax Parcel Number.
 

 
Grantor claims title by, Deed Record Book, Page, recorded on; in the Van Wert County Recorder's 
Office. 

Auditor/Key/Tax Number:  

The Easement Area is more fully described and depicted on Exhibit "A", a copy of which is 
attached hereto and made a part hereof ("Easement Area"). 
 
GRANTOR FURTHER GRANTS AEP THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS:   

The right, now or in the future, to construct, reconstruct, operate, maintain, alter, improve, extend, 
inspect and patrol (by ground or air), protect, repair, remove, replace, upgrade and relocate within 
the Easement Area, poles, towers, and structures, made of wood, metal, concrete or other materials, 
and crossarms, guys, anchors, grounding systems, and all other appurtenant equipment and 
fixtures, and to string conductors, wires and cables; together with the right to add to said facilities 
from time to time, and the right to do anything necessary, useful or convenient for the enjoyment 
of the Easement herein granted.  

The right, in AEP’s discretion, now or in the future, to cut down, trim, remove, and otherwise 
control, using herbicides or tree growth regulators or other means, any and all trees, overhanging 
branches, vegetation or brush situated within the Easement Area. AEP shall also have the right to 
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cut down, trim or remove trees situated on lands of Grantor which adjoin the Easement Area when 
in the opinion of AEP those trees may endanger the safety of, or interfere with the construction, 
operation or maintenance of AEP's facilities or ingress or egress to, from or along the Easement 
Area.  

The right of unobstructed ingress and egress, at any and all times, over, across and along and upon 
the Easement Area, and across the adjoining lands of Grantor as may be necessary for access to 
and from the Easement Area for the above referenced purposes. 

THIS GRANT IS SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:  

The Grantor reserves the right to cultivate annual crops, pasture, construct fences (provided gates 
are installed that adequately provide AEP the access rights conveyed herein) and roads or 
otherwise use the lands encumbered by this Easement in any way not inconsistent with the rights 
herein granted. In no event, however, shall Grantor, its heirs, successors, and assigns plant or 
cultivate any trees or place, construct, install, erect or permit any temporary or permanent building, 
structure, improvement or obstruction including but not limited to, storage tanks, billboards, signs, 
sheds, dumpsters, light poles, water impoundments, above ground irrigation systems, swimming 
pools or wells, or permit any alteration of the ground elevation, over, or within the Easement 
Area. AEP may, at Grantor's cost, remove any structure or obstruction if placed within the 
Easement Area, and may re-grade any alterations of the ground elevation within the Easement 
Area.   

AEP agrees to repair or pay the Grantor for actual damages sustained by Grantor to crops, fences, 
gates, irrigation and drainage systems, drives, or lawns that are permitted herein, when such 
damages arise out of AEP's exercise of the rights herein granted.  

The failure of AEP to exercise any of the rights granted herein, or the removal of any facilities 
from the Easement, shall not be deemed to constitute an abandonment or waiver of the rights 
granted herein. 

This instrument contains the complete agreement, expressed or implied between the parties herein 
and shall inure to the benefit of and be binding on their respective successors, assigns, heirs, 
executors, administrators, lessees, tenants, and licensees.  

This Easement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but 
all of which, taken together, shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

Any remaining space on this page left intentionally blank. See next page for signatures. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has executed this Easement effective the day, month and 
year first above written. 
 

GRANTOR 
 
 
____________________________________ 
By: ________________________ 
Title: ________________________  

 
 

 

State of Ohio § 
 § 
County of Van Wert  § 

This instrument was acknowledged before me on the _________ day of _________________, 
2025, by ________________________. 
    
    
    

_______________________________________ 
Notary Public 
Print Name: _____________________________ 
My Commission Expires:________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
This instrument prepared by Marland L. Turner, Senior Counsel - Real Estate, American Electric 
Power Service Corporation, 1 Riverside Plaza, Columbus, OH 43215 for and on behalf of AEP 
Ohio Transmission Company, Inc., a unit of American Electric Power. 
 
When recorded return to: American Electric Power - Transmission Right of Way, 8500 Smiths 
Mill Road, New Albany, OH 43054. 
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If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact our office at 
(614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
       Patrice Ashfield 

Field Office Supervisor 
 

cc:  Nathan Reardon, ODNR-DOW  
       Eileen Wyza, ODNR-DOW  



 
Office of Real Estate 
Tara Paciorek, Chief 

2045 Morse Road – Bldg. E-2 
Columbus, OH  43229 

Phone: (614) 265-6661 
 Fax: (614) 267-4764 

 
July 19, 2023 

 
Daniel Godec  
Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 
11687 Lebanon Road 
Cincinnati Ohio 45241 
 
Re: 23-0710; Haviland-Van Wert 69 kV Line Rebuild 
 
Project: The proposed project involves rebuilding approximately 10.1 miles of the existing 
Haviland-Van 69 kV transmission line. 
 
Location: The proposed project is located in Blue Creek Township of Paulding County, and 
Pleasant, Ridge, & Union townships of Van Wert County, Ohio.  
 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above 
referenced project.  These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the 
Department.  These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental 
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and 
regulations.  These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource 
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state, 
or federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state, or 
federal laws or regulations.   
 
Natural Heritage Database: A review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database indicates there are 
no records of state or federally listed plants or animals within one mile of the specified project 
area.  Records searched date from 1980.  
 
Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information 
from many sources.  Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that 
rare species or unique features are absent from that area.   
   
Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.  
 
The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided 
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that Best Management Practices be utilized to 
minimize erosion and sedimentation. 
 
The portion of the project north of Fife Road is within the vicinity of records for the Indiana bat 
(Myotis sodalis), a state endangered and federally endangered species.  Because presence of state 
endangered bat species has been established in this area, summer tree cutting is not 
recommended, and additional summer surveys would not constitute presence/absence in the area.  



However, limited summer tree cutting inside this buffer may be acceptable after further 
consultation with DOW (contact Eileen Wyza at Eileen.Wyza@dnr.ohio.gov). 
 
In addition, the entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state 
endangered and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis), a state endangered and federally endangered species, the little brown bat (Myotis 
lucifugus), a state endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state 
endangered species.  During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these bat 
species predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in 
the leaves.  The DOW recommends tree cutting only occur from October 1 through March 31, 
conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or crevices, holes, or cavities, as well as trees with 
DBH Ó 20 if possible.  However, if trees are present within this area, (outside of the area 
delineated above) and trees must be cut during the summer months, the DOW recommends a mist 
net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1 through August 15, prior to any cutting.  
Mist net and acoustic surveys should be conducted in accordance with the most recent version of 
the “OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE GUIDANCE FOR BAT SURVEYS AND TREE 
CLEARING”.  If state listed bats are documented, DOW recommends cutting only occur from 
October 1 through March 31.  However, limited summer tree cutting may be acceptable after 
consultation with the DOW. 
 
The DOW also recommends that a desktop habitat assessment is conducted, followed by a field 
assessment if needed, to determine if a potential hibernaculum is present within the project area. 
Direction on how to conduct habitat assessments can be found in the current USFWS “RANGE-
WIDE INDIANA BAT & NORTHERN LONG-EARED BAT SURVEY GUIDELINES.”   If a habitat 
assessment finds that a potential hibernaculum is present within 0.25 miles of the project area, 
please send this information to Eileen Wyza, for project recommendations.  If a potential or 
known hibernaculum is found, the DOW recommends a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface 
disturbance buffer around the hibernaculum entrance, however, limited summer or winter tree 
cutting may be acceptable after consultation with the DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface 
impacts to a hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not likely to impact these species. 
 
The project is within the range of the pondhorn (Uniomerus tetralasmus), a state threatened 
mussel.  This project must not have an impact on native mussels.  This applies to both listed and 
non-listed species, as all species of mussel are protected in Ohio.  Per the Ohio Mussel Survey 
Protocol (2022), all Group 2, 3, and 4 streams (Appendix A) require a mussel survey.  Per the 
Ohio Mussel Survey Protocol, Group 1 streams (Appendix A) and unlisted streams with a 
watershed of 5 square miles or larger above the point of impact should be assessed using the 
Reconnaissance Survey for Unionid Mussels (Appendix B) to determine if mussels are present.   
Mussel surveys may be recommended for these streams as well.  Therefore, if in-water work is 
planned in any stream that meets any of the above criteria, the DOW recommends the applicant 
provide information to indicate no mussel impacts will occur.  If this is not possible, the DOW 
recommends a professional malacologist conduct a mussel survey in the project area.  If mussels 
that cannot be avoided are found in the project area, the DOW recommends a professional 
malacologist collect and relocate the mussels to suitable and similar habitat upstream of the 
project site.  Mussel surveys and any subsequent mussel relocation should be done in accordance 
with the Ohio Mussel Survey Protocol.  If there is no in-water work proposed, impacts to mussels 
are not likely. 
 
The project is within the range of the pugnose minnow (Opsopoeodus emiliae), a state 
endangered fish. The DOW recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from March 15 
through June 30 to reduce impacts to indigenous aquatic species and their habitat.  If no in-water 



work is proposed in a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact this or other aquatic 
species. 
 
The project is within the range of the northern harrier (Circus hudsonius), a state endangered 
bird.  This is a common migrant and winter species.  Nesters are much rarer, although they 
occasionally breed in large marshes and grasslands. Harriers often nest in loose colonies.  The 
female builds a nest out of sticks on the ground, often on top of a mound. Harriers hunt over 
grasslands.  If this type of habitat will be impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat 
during the species’ nesting period of April 15 through July 31.  If this habitat will not be 
impacted, this project is not likely to impact this species. 
 
The project is within the range of the upland sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda), a state 
endangered bird.  Nesting upland sandpipers utilize dry grasslands including native grasslands, 
seeded grasslands, grazed and ungrazed pasture, hayfields, and grasslands established through the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).  If this type of habitat will be impacted, construction 
should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of April 15 through July 31. If 
this type of habitat will not be impacted, the project is not likely to impact this species. 
 
Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we 
recommend that this project be coordinated with the US Fish & Wildlife Service. 
 
Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment. 
 
The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need for any 
floodplain permits or approvals for this project.  
 
ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Mike Pettegrew at 
mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov if you have questions about these comments or need additional 
information. 
 
 
Mike Pettegrew  
Environmental Services Administrator  
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July 7, 2023 
 
Mr. Ryan J. Weller 
Weller & Associates, Inc. 
1395 West Fifth Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43212  
 
RE: Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Rebuild and Partial Greenfield Project in Blue Creek Township, 

Paulding County and Union/Pleasant Townships, Van Wert County, Ohio 
 
Dear Mr. Weller: 
 
This letter is in response to the correspondence received June 14, 2023 regarding the proposed Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV 
Transmission Line Rebuild and Partial Greenfield Project in Blue Creek Township, Paulding County and Union/Pleasant Townships, Van 
Wert County, Ohio. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project. The comments of the Ohio State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO) are made pursuant to Section 149.53 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Ohio Power Siting Board rules for siting this 
project (OAC 4906-5). The comments of the Ohio SHPO are also submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 306108 [36 CFR 800]). 
 
The following comments pertain to the Phase I Archaeological Investigations for the 16.1 km (10 mi) Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV 
Transmission Line Rebuild and Partial Greenfield Project in Blue Creek Township, Paulding County and Union/Pleasant Townships, 
Van Wert County, Ohio by Ryan J. Weller (Weller & Associates, Inc. 2023).  
 
A literature review, visual inspection, surface collection, shovel probe and shovel test unit excavation was completed as part of the 
investigations. One (1) previously identified archaeological sites are located within the project area, Ohio Archaeological Inventory (OAI) 
#33VW0233. The site was reidentifed during survey. The site was previously determined not eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places (NRHP). Our office continues to agree with that recommendation. No new archaeological sites were identified during 
survey. Our office agrees no additional archaeological survey is needed.  
 
The following comments pertain to the History/Architecture Investigations for the 16.1 km (10 mi) Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV 
Transmission Line Rebuild and Partial Greenfield Project in Blue Creek Township, Paulding County and Union/Pleasant Townships, 
Van Wert County, Ohio by Scott McIntosh (Weller & Associates, Inc. 2023).  
 
A literature review and field survey were completed as part of the investigations. A total of fifty-three (53) resources fifty years of age or 
older were identified within the Area of Potential Effects (APE). Weller recommends these resources are not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP. Our office agrees with Weller’s recommendations of eligibility. 
 
Based on the information provided, we agree that the project as proposed will have no effect on historic properties. No further 
coordination with this office is necessary, unless the project changes or unless new or additional historic properties are discovered during 
implementation of this project.  In such a situation, this office should be contacted. Our office also requests Weller & Associates, Inc. 
update OAI form #33VW0233 as soon as possible. Please notify our office when that form have been completed. If you have any 
questions, please contact me at (614) 298-2022, or by e-mail at khorrocks@ohiohistory.org or Joy Williams at 
jwilliams@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Krista Horrocks, Project Reviews Manager 
Resource Protection and Review                

 
RPR Serial No: 1098669-1098670 
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February 10, 2025 
 
Ryan J. Weller 
Weller & Associates, Inc. 
1395 West Fifth Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43212 
rweller@wellercrm.com  
 
RE: Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Rebuild and Partial Greenfield 

Project, Paulding and Van Wert Counties, Ohio 
 
Dear Mr. Weller: 
 
This letter is in response to the correspondence received on January 13, 2025, regarding the proposed 
Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Rebuild and Partial Greenfield Project located 
in Paulding and Van Wert Counties, Ohio. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project. 
The comments of the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made pursuant to Section 
149.53 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) rules for siting this project 
(OAC 4906-4 & 4906-5). The comments of the Ohio SHPO are also submitted in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 
306108 [36 CFR 800]). 
 
The following comments pertain to the Addendum: Phase I Archaeological Investigations for the 16.1 
km (10 mi) Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Rebuilding and Partial Greenfield 
Project in Paulding and Van Wert Counties, Ohio by Ryan J. Weller (Weller & Associates, Inc. 2025). 
These investigations included work area expansions, alignment shifts/reroutes, access roads, and pull 
pads located outside any previously surveyed areas associated with the Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 
138kV transmission line project (McIntosh 2023; Weller 2023).  
 
A literature review, visual inspection, photographic documentation, surface collection, shovel probes, 
and shovel test unit excavations were completed as part of the investigations. Portions of the project 
corridor were previously investigated through several professional surveys; these portions were not 
resurveyed during the current investigations. Areas of inundated or disturbed soils, as well as areas not 
accessible due to landowner concerns, were not subjected to surface collection or subsurface testing. 
These investigations re-identified one (1) previously identified archaeological site, Ohio 
Archaeological Inventory (OAI) site 33VW0233, as well as one (1) new archaeological site, OAI site 
33VW0458. OAI site 33VW0233 was previously determined not eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP; July 7, 2023). Based on the additional information gathered from these 
investigations, our office continues to agree with that recommendation. OAI site 33VW0458 is a 
prehistoric isolated find and was not recommended as eligible for the NRHP. Our office agrees with 
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these recommendations and agrees that no additional archaeological survey is needed.  
 
A literature review and field survey for architectural resources were conducted as part of the 
investigations. A total of five (5) resources fifty years of age or older were identified in the Area of 
Potential Effects (APE). It is Weller’s recommendation that none of these resources are eligible for 
listing in the NRHP. Our office agrees with Weller's recommendations of eligibility. Therefore, we 
agree that there will be no effect on historic resources as a result of the project. 
 
Based on the information provided, we continue to agree that the project, as proposed, will have no 
effect on historic properties. No further coordination with this office is necessary, unless the project 
changes or unless new or additional cultural resources are discovered during the implementation of this 
project.  In such a situation, this office should be contacted. If you have any questions, please contact 
me by e-mail at cgullett@ohiohistory.org or Ms. Joy Williams at jwilliams@ohiohistory.org. Thank 
you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Catherine Gullett, Project Reviews Coordinator - Archaeology 
Resource Protection and Review  
State Historic Preservation Office                         

 
 

RPR Serial No: 1106783 
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May 20, 2025 
 
Ryan J. Weller 
Weller & Associates, Inc. 
1395 West Fifth Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43212 
rweller@wellercrm.com  
 
RE: Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Project, Paulding and Van Wert Counties, Ohio 
 
Dear Mr. Weller: 
 
This letter is in response to the correspondence received on April 23, 2025, regarding the proposed Haviland-Van Wert 
69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Project located in Paulding and Van Wert Counties, Ohio. We appreciate the opportunity 
to comment on this project. The comments of the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made pursuant to 
Section 149.53 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) rules for siting this project (OAC 4906-
4 & 4906-5). The comments of the Ohio SHPO are also submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 306108 [36 CFR 800]). 
 
The following comments pertain to the Addendum 2: Phase I Archaeological Investigations for a 969 m (3,179 ft) Long 
Reroute for the Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Project in Pleasant Township, Van Wert County, 
Ohio by Ryan J. Weller (Weller & Associates, Inc. 2025). These investigations included work area expansions, alignment 
shifts/reroutes, access roads, and pull pads located outside any previously surveyed areas associated with the Haviland-Van 
Wert 69kV to 138kV transmission line project (McIntosh 2023; Weller 2023; Weller 2025). A literature review, visual 
inspection, photographic documentation, surface collection, shovel probes, and shovel test unit excavations were completed 
as part of the investigations. Portions of the addendum project area were previously investigated through several 
professional surveys, while disturbed conditions were noted in other portions. There were no previously documented 
archaeological sites located within the addendum project area, nor were there any new archaeological sites identified during 
the current investigations. Our office agrees no additional archaeological survey is needed. There were no additional 
architectural resources identified within the Area of Potential Effect (APE).  
 
Based on the information provided, we continue to agree that the project, as proposed, will have no effect on historic 
properties. No further coordination with this office is necessary, unless the project changes or unless new or additional 
cultural resources are discovered during the implementation of this project.  In such a situation, this office should be 
contacted. If you have any questions, please contact me by e-mail at cgullett@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Catherine Gullett, Project Reviews Coordinator - Archaeology 
Resource Protection and Review  
State Historic Preservation Office                         
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July 1, 2025 
 
Ryan J. Weller 
Weller & Associates, Inc. 
1395 West Fifth Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43212 
rweller@wellercrm.com  
 
RE: Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Project, Paulding and Van Wert Counties, Ohio 
 
Dear Mr. Weller: 
 
This letter is in response to the correspondence received on June 3, 2025, regarding the proposed Haviland-Van Wert 69kV 
to 138kV Transmission Line Project located in Paulding and Van Wert Counties, Ohio. We appreciate the opportunity to 
comment on this project. The comments of the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made pursuant to 
Section 149.53 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) rules for siting this project (OAC 4906-
4 & 4906-5). The comments of the Ohio SHPO are also submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 306108 [36 CFR 800]). 
 
The following comments pertain to the Addendum 3: Archaeological Investigations for Additional Work Areas and a Minor 
Transmission Line Reroute Associated with the Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Project in Pleasant 
Township, Van Wert County, Ohio by Ryan J. Weller (Weller & Associates, Inc. 2025). These investigations included 
additional work areas and a transmission line reroute located outside any previously surveyed areas associated with the 
Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV transmission line project (McIntosh 2023; Weller 2023; Weller 2025a; Weller 2025b). 
A literature review, visual inspection, photographic documentation, surface collection, shovel probes, and shovel test unit 
excavations were completed as part of the investigations. Portions of the addendum project area were previously 
investigated through several professional surveys, while disturbed conditions were noted in other portions. There were no 
previously documented archaeological sites located within the addendum project area, nor were there any new 
archaeological sites identified during the current investigations. Our office agrees no additional archaeological survey is 
needed. There were no additional architectural resources identified within the Area of Potential Effect (APE).  
 
Based on the information provided, we continue to agree that the project, as proposed, will have no effect on historic 
properties. No further coordination with this office is necessary, unless the project changes or unless new or additional 
cultural resources are discovered during the implementation of this project.  In such a situation, this office should be 
contacted. If you have any questions, please contact me by e-mail at cgullett@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Catherine Gullett, Project Reviews Coordinator - Archaeology 
Resource Protection and Review  
State Historic Preservation Office                         
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August 21, 2025 
 
Ryan J. Weller 
Weller & Associates, Inc. 
1395 West Fifth Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43212 
rweller@wellercrm.com  
 
RE: Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Project, Paulding and Van Wert Counties, Ohio 
 
Dear Mr. Weller: 
 
This letter is in response to the correspondence received on July 24, 2025, regarding the proposed Haviland-Van Wert 69kV 
to 138kV Transmission Line Project located in Paulding and Van Wert Counties, Ohio. We appreciate the opportunity to 
comment on this project. The comments of the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made pursuant to 
Section 149.53 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) rules for siting this project (OAC 4906-
4 & 4906-5). The comments of the Ohio SHPO are also submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 306108 [36 CFR 800]). 
 
The following comments pertain to the Addendum 4: Cultural Resource Management Investigations for an Expanded 
Project/Work Area Associated with the Haviland-Van Wert 69kV to 138kV Transmission Line Project in Pleasant 
Township, Van Wert County, Ohio by Ryan J. Weller (Weller & Associates, Inc. 2025). This survey investigated an 
expanded work area not covered by previous surveys associated with this project (McIntosh 2023; Weller 2023; Weller 
2025a, 2025b, 2025c). A literature review, visual inspection, and photographic documentation were completed as part of the 
investigations. Extensive visible disturbance was noted throughout the addendum project area. There were no previously 
documented archaeological sites located within the addendum project area, nor were there any new archaeological sites 
identified during the current investigations. Our office agrees no additional archaeological survey is needed. There were no 
additional architectural resources identified within the Area of Potential Effect (APE).  
 
Based on the information provided, we continue to agree that the project, as proposed, will have no effect on historic 
properties. No further coordination with this office is necessary, unless the project changes or unless new or additional 
cultural resources are discovered during the implementation of this project.  In such a situation, this office should be 
contacted. If you have any questions, please contact me by e-mail at cgullett@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Catherine Gullett, Project Reviews Coordinator - Archaeology 
Resource Protection and Review  
State Historic Preservation Office                         
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3.0 RESULTS 

3.1 TERRESTRIAL HABITAT 

Stantec completed field surveys for threatened and endangered species or their habitats  on June 
25-27, 2024, December 9, 2024, April 16, 2025, June 2, 2025 , and July 22, 2025 .  Figure 3 (Appendix 
A) shows the vegetation communities/habitats and land cover types identified within the Project 
area and the locations of any identified rare, threatened , or endangered species habitat 
observed within the Project area during the  time of the  habitat assessment surveys. Representative 
photographs of the vegetati on  communities/habitats and land cover types identified within the 
Project area are included in Appendix C of this report (photo locations are shown on Figure 3, 
Appendix A).  Information regarding the vegetati on  communities/habitats /land cover types  
identified within the Project area is provided in Table 1.  

Table 1. Vegetation Communities and Land Cover Types Found within the Haviland -Van Wert 
69 kV Line Rebuild Project  Area , Paulding and Van Wert  Counties, Ohio  

Vegetation Communities 
and Land Cover Types 
within the Project Area  

Degree of Human -Related Ecological 
Disturbance  

Unique, Rare, 
or High 

Quality?  

Approximate 
Acreage 

Within Project 
Area  

Agricultural Land  

Extreme Disturbance/Ruderal 
Community (dominated by planted 
row crop species such as corn ( Zea 
mays ) and  soybean ( Glycine max )). 

No 97.76 

Early Successional 
Deciduous Forest  

Moderate Disturbance/Natural 
Community (dominated by native 
woody and herbaceous species and/or 
opportunistic invaders).  Common plant 
species included boxelder  maple  (Acer 
negundo ), American sycamore 
(Platanus occidentalis ), multiflora rose 
(Rosa multiflora ), Allegheny blackberry 
(Rubus allegheniensis ), and eastern 
poison ivy ( Toxicodendron radicans ). 

No 5.09 

Existing Road  
Extreme Disturbance/existing paved 
road or other paved area (little to no 
vegetation is present in these habitats).  

No 7.30 

Existing Railroad  Extreme Disturbance (little to no 
vegetation is present in these habitats)  No 1.40 

Industrial Land  
Extreme Disturbance/Ruderal 
Community (little to no vegetation is 
present in these habitats)  

No 6.50 
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Vegetation Communities 
and Land Cover Types 
within the Project Area  

Degree of Human -Related Ecological 
Disturbance  

Unique, Rare, 
or High 

Quality?  

Approximate 
Acreage 

Within Project 
Area  

(Populus deltoides ), American elm 
(Ulmus americana ), red osier dogwood 
(Cornus sericea ), and three -way sedge 
(Dulichium arundinaceum ). 

TOTAL 202.27 

 

3.2 WETLANDS 

Stantec completed field surveys for wetlands within the Project area on June 25 -27, 2024, 
December 9, 2024 , April 16, 2025, June 2, 2025, and July 22, 202 5. As a result of the field surveys, 
Stantec identified 13 wetland s within the Project area.  Figure 2 (Appendix A) shows the location s 
of the wetland s identified by Stantec within the Project area.  Representative photographs of the 
wetland s identified within the Project area are included in Appendix C of this report (photo graph  
locations are shown on Figure 2, Appendix A).  Completed wetland determination data forms and 
ORAM data form s are included in Appendix D.  Information regarding the Cowardin classif ication 
and ORAM categories of wetlands identified within the Project area is provided in Table 2 .  A 
summary of the disposition of NWI -mapped wetlands within the Project area is provided in Table 
3. 
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Table 3.  Summary of NWI Disposition within the Haviland -Van Wert 69 kV Line Rebuild  Project  Area , Paulding and Van Wert  
Counties, Ohio  

NWI Code  NWI Description  
Figure 2 

Page 
Number  

Related Field 
Inventoried 
Resource(s)  

Comments  

R4SBC 
Riverine, intermittent, 

streambed, seasonally 
flooded  

2 Wetland 1  

Wetland 1 was delineated within the mapped NWI feature. The 
ORAM data form and wetland determination data form 
completed for this wetland are provided in Appendix D. 

Representative photographs are available in Appendix C.  

R4SBC 
Riverine, intermittent, 

streambed, seasonally 
flooded  

3, 4 Wetland 2  

Wetland 2 was delineated near  the mapped NWI feature. The 
ORAM data form and wetland determination data form 
completed for this wetland are provided in Appendix D. 

Representative photographs are available in Appendix C.  

R5UBH 

Riverine, unknown 
perennial, 

unconsolidated bottom, 
permanently flooded  

5 
Stream 2  

(Prairie Creek)  

Stream 2  (Prairie Creek)  was delineated within the mapped NWI 
feature. The QHEI data form completed for this stream is 

provided in Appendix D. Representative photographs are 
available in Appendix C.  

R4SBC 
Riverine, intermittent, 

streambed, seasonally 
flooded  

5-12 

Stream 3, 
Stream 4, 
Stream 5, 

Wetland 3, 
Wetland 4 , 
Wetland 5 , 
Wetland 6  

Stream s 3, 4, and 5  were  delineated within the mapped NWI 
feature. The HHEI data form s completed for th ese stream s are  

provided in Appendix D. Representative photographs are 
available in Appendix C.  

Wetland s 3, 4, 5 and 6 were  delineated within the mapped NWI 
feature. The ORAM data form s and wetland determination data 
form s completed for th ese wetland s are provided in Appendix D. 

Representative photographs are available in Appendix C.  

R4SBC 
Riverine, intermittent, 

streambed, seasonally 
flooded  

13 
Stream 6 

(Hagerman 
Creek)  

Stream 6 (Hagerman Creek) was delineated within the mapped 
NWI feature. The QHEI data form completed for this stream is 

provided in Appendix D. Representative photographs are 
available in Appendix C.  

R5UBH 

Riverine, unknown 
perennial, 

unconsolidated bottom, 
permanently flooded  

15 

Stream 7 
(Pottawatomi 

Creek) , 
Wetland 7  

Stream 7 (Pottawatomi Creek)  was delineated within the 
mapped NWI feature. The QHEI data form completed for this 

stream is provided in Appendix D. Representative photographs 
are available in Appendix C.  

Wetland 7 was delineated within the mapped NWI feature. The 
ORAM data form and wetland determination data form s 
completed for this wetland are provided in Appendix D. 

Representative photographs are available in Appendix C.  
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NWI Code  NWI Description  
Figure 2 

Page 
Number  

Related Field 
Inventoried 
Resource(s)  

Comments  

R4SBC 
Riverine, intermittent, 

streambed, seasonally 
flooded  

15-19 
Wetland 8, 
Wetland 9  

Wetland s 8 and 9  were  delineated near  the mapped NWI 
feature. The ORAM data form s and wetland determination data 
form s completed for th ese wetland s are provided in Appendix D. 

Representative photographs are available in Appendix C.  

R5UBH 

Riverine, unknown 
perennial, 

unconsolidated bottom, 
permanently flooded  

19 
Stream 8 
(Hoaglin  
Creek)  

Stream 8 (Hoaglin Creek)  was delineated within the mapped NWI 
feature. The QHEI data form completed for this stream is 

provided in Appendix D. Representative photographs are 
available in Appendix C.  

R4SBC 
Riverine, intermittent, 

streambed, seasonally 
flooded  

19-21 Wetland 10 

Wetland 1 0 was delineated within the mapped NWI feature. The 
ORAM data form and wetland determination data form s 
completed for this wetland are provided in Appendix D. 

Representative photographs are available in Appendix C.  

R5UBH 

Riverine, unknown 
perennial, 

unconsolidated bottom, 
permanently flooded  

25 
Stream 9 
(Maddox 

Creek)  

Stream 9 (Maddox Creek)  was delineated within the mapped 
NWI feature. The QHEI data form completed for this stream is 

provided in Appendix D. Representative photographs are 
available in Appendix C.  

R5UBH 

Riverine, unknown 
perennial, 

unconsolidated bottom, 
permanently flooded  

28 
Stream 10 

(Town Creek)  

Stream 10 (Town Creek)  was delineated within the mapped NWI 
feature. The QHEI data form completed for this stream is 

provided in Appendix D. Representative photographs are 
available in Appendix C.  

PSS1A 

Palustrine, scrub -shrub, 
broad -leaved 

deciduous, temporarily 
flooded  

30 Wetland 12  

Wetland 1 2 was delineated within the mapped NWI feature. The 
ORAM data form and wetland determination data form 
completed for this wetland are provided in Appendix D. 

Representative photographs are available in Appendix C.  

R5UBH 

Riverine, unknown 
perennial, 

unconsolidated bottom, 
permanently flooded  

30 
Stream 11  

(Town Creek)  

Stream 11 (Town Creek)  was delineated within the mapped NWI 
feature. The QHEI data form completed for this stream is 

provided in Appendix D. Representative photographs are 
available in Appendix C.  
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3.3 STREAMS 

Stantec completed field surveys for streams (waterways) within the Project area on June 25 -27, 2024, December 9, 2024 , April 16, 2025, June 2, 
2025, and July 22, 2025 . Figure 2 (Appendix A) shows the locations of streams identified by Stantec within the Project area. Representative 
photographs of the streams are included in Appendix C of this report (photo graph  locations are shown on Figure 2, Appendix A).  Completed 
QHEI and HHEI data forms for the identified streams are included in Appendix D. Information regarding the identified streams is provided in Table 
4. 
 
Table 4. Summary of Stream Resources Found within the Haviland -Van Wert 69  kV Line Rebuild Project  Area , Paulding and Van 

Wert Counties, Ohio  

Stream ID   

Location  

Stream  
Type Stream Name 1 

Delineated  
Length  
(feet)  

Bankfull  
Width  
(feet)  

OHWM 
Width  
(feet)  

Field Evaluation  

Ohio 
EPA 401 
Eligibility  

Stream 
Crossing?  

Proposed 
Impacts  

Latitude  Longitude  Method  Score 2,3 

Category/  
Rating/  

OAC Use 
Designation

2.3,4 

Fill 
Type 

Area  
(acre)  

Stream 1  41.016576 -84.592147 Ephemeral  UNT to Prairie 
Creek  154 6 5 HHEI 42 

Modified 
Class II/  

PHW 
Eligible  TBD5 TBD5 TBD5 

Stream 2  40.997387 -84.592405 Perennial  Prairie Creek  104 30 27 QHEI 33.5 Poor Eligible  TBD5 TBD5 TBD5 

Stream 3  40.986790 -84.592073 Ephemeral  UNT to Prairie 
Creek  2,664 8 6 HHEI 40 

Modified 
Class II/ 

PHW 
Eligible  TBD5 TBD5 TBD5 

Stream 4  40.980057 -84.592017 Intermittent  UNT to Prairie 
Creek  2,748 8 3 HHEI 40 

Modified 
Class II/ 

PHW 
Eligible  TBD5 TBD5 TBD5 

Stream 5  40.960677 -84.592186 Intermittent  UNT to Prairie 
Creek  54 4 3 HHEI 47 

Modified 
Class II/ 

PHW 
Eligible  TBD5 TBD5 TBD5 

Stream 6  40.954664 -84.591843 Perennial  Hagerman 
Creek  100 12 9 QHEI 30.5 Poor Eligible  TBD5 TBD5 TBD5 

Stream 7  40.945381 -84.591781 Perennial  Pottawatomie 
Creek  103 4.8 4.5 QHEI/HH

EI 33.5/ 62 
Modified 
Class II/ 

PHW 
Eligible  TBD5 TBD5 TBD5 
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3.4 OPEN WATERS 

One open water feature (Open Water 1 ) was identified within the Project area  during the field 
surveys completed on June 25 -27, 2024, December 9, 2024, April 16, 2025, June 2, 2025 , and July 
22, 2025. Representative photographs of the open water feature  are included in Appendix C of 
this report (photo graph  locations are shown in Figure 2, Appendix A).  
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Common Name/  
Scientific Name  

State 
Listed 

Status1,2 

Federally 
Listed 

Status1,3 

Typical Habitat  Habitat Observed  Agency Comment s (Appendix B)  Potential Impacts and Avoidance Dates  

habitat will not be impacted, the Project is 
not likely to impact this species.  

 
USFWS - No comments received.  

1E=Endangered; T=Threatened; PE=Proposed Endangered ; N/A=Not Applicable  
2According to ODNR, State Listed Wildlife and Plant Species by County (ODNR 20 25a). 
3According to the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation website (USFWS 20 25). 
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HAVILAND-VAN WERT 69 KV LINE REBUILD PROJECT ECOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT   

      

  B.1 
 

   AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE



 
Office of Real Estate 
Tara Paciorek, Chief 

2045 Morse Road – Bldg. E-2 
Columbus, OH  43229 

Phone: (614) 265-6661 
 Fax: (614) 267-4764 

 
July 19, 2023 

 
Daniel Godec  
Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 
11687 Lebanon Road 
Cincinnati Ohio 45241 
 
Re: 23-0710; Haviland-Van Wert 69 kV Line Rebuild 
 
Project: The proposed project involves rebuilding approximately 10.1 miles of the existing 
Haviland-Van 69 kV transmission line. 
 
Location: The proposed project is located in Blue Creek Township of Paulding County, and 
Pleasant, Ridge, & Union townships of Van Wert County, Ohio.  
 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above 
referenced project.  These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the 
Department.  These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental 
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and 
regulations.  These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource 
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state, 
or federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state, or 
federal laws or regulations.   
 
Natural Heritage Database: A review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database indicates there are 
no records of state or federally listed plants or animals within one mile of the specified project 
area.  Records searched date from 1980.  
 
Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information 
from many sources.  Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that 
rare species or unique features are absent from that area.   
   
Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.  
 
The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided 
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that Best Management Practices be utilized to 
minimize erosion and sedimentation. 
 
The portion of the project north of Fife Road is within the vicinity of records for the Indiana bat 
(Myotis sodalis), a state endangered and federally endangered species.  Because presence of state 
endangered bat species has been established in this area, summer tree cutting is not 
recommended, and additional summer surveys would not constitute presence/absence in the area.  



However, limited summer tree cutting inside this buffer may be acceptable after further 
consultation with DOW (contact Eileen Wyza at Eileen.Wyza@dnr.ohio.gov). 
 
In addition, the entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state 
endangered and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis), a state endangered and federally endangered species, the little brown bat (Myotis 
lucifugus), a state endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state 
endangered species.  During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these bat 
species predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in 
the leaves.  The DOW recommends tree cutting only occur from October 1 through March 31, 
conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or crevices, holes, or cavities, as well as trees with 
DBH Ó 20 if possible.  However, if trees are present within this area, (outside of the area 
delineated above) and trees must be cut during the summer months, the DOW recommends a mist 
net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1 through August 15, prior to any cutting.  
Mist net and acoustic surveys should be conducted in accordance with the most recent version of 
the “OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE GUIDANCE FOR BAT SURVEYS AND TREE 
CLEARING”.  If state listed bats are documented, DOW recommends cutting only occur from 
October 1 through March 31.  However, limited summer tree cutting may be acceptable after 
consultation with the DOW. 
 
The DOW also recommends that a desktop habitat assessment is conducted, followed by a field 
assessment if needed, to determine if a potential hibernaculum is present within the project area. 
Direction on how to conduct habitat assessments can be found in the current USFWS “RANGE-
WIDE INDIANA BAT & NORTHERN LONG-EARED BAT SURVEY GUIDELINES.”   If a habitat 
assessment finds that a potential hibernaculum is present within 0.25 miles of the project area, 
please send this information to Eileen Wyza, for project recommendations.  If a potential or 
known hibernaculum is found, the DOW recommends a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface 
disturbance buffer around the hibernaculum entrance, however, limited summer or winter tree 
cutting may be acceptable after consultation with the DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface 
impacts to a hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not likely to impact these species. 
 
The project is within the range of the pondhorn (Uniomerus tetralasmus), a state threatened 
mussel.  This project must not have an impact on native mussels.  This applies to both listed and 
non-listed species, as all species of mussel are protected in Ohio.  Per the Ohio Mussel Survey 
Protocol (2022), all Group 2, 3, and 4 streams (Appendix A) require a mussel survey.  Per the 
Ohio Mussel Survey Protocol, Group 1 streams (Appendix A) and unlisted streams with a 
watershed of 5 square miles or larger above the point of impact should be assessed using the 
Reconnaissance Survey for Unionid Mussels (Appendix B) to determine if mussels are present.   
Mussel surveys may be recommended for these streams as well.  Therefore, if in-water work is 
planned in any stream that meets any of the above criteria, the DOW recommends the applicant 
provide information to indicate no mussel impacts will occur.  If this is not possible, the DOW 
recommends a professional malacologist conduct a mussel survey in the project area.  If mussels 
that cannot be avoided are found in the project area, the DOW recommends a professional 
malacologist collect and relocate the mussels to suitable and similar habitat upstream of the 
project site.  Mussel surveys and any subsequent mussel relocation should be done in accordance 
with the Ohio Mussel Survey Protocol.  If there is no in-water work proposed, impacts to mussels 
are not likely. 
 
The project is within the range of the pugnose minnow (Opsopoeodus emiliae), a state 
endangered fish. The DOW recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from March 15 
through June 30 to reduce impacts to indigenous aquatic species and their habitat.  If no in-water 



work is proposed in a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact this or other aquatic 
species. 
 
The project is within the range of the northern harrier (Circus hudsonius), a state endangered 
bird.  This is a common migrant and winter species.  Nesters are much rarer, although they 
occasionally breed in large marshes and grasslands. Harriers often nest in loose colonies.  The 
female builds a nest out of sticks on the ground, often on top of a mound. Harriers hunt over 
grasslands.  If this type of habitat will be impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat 
during the species’ nesting period of April 15 through July 31.  If this habitat will not be 
impacted, this project is not likely to impact this species. 
 
The project is within the range of the upland sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda), a state 
endangered bird.  Nesting upland sandpipers utilize dry grasslands including native grasslands, 
seeded grasslands, grazed and ungrazed pasture, hayfields, and grasslands established through the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).  If this type of habitat will be impacted, construction 
should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of April 15 through July 31. If 
this type of habitat will not be impacted, the project is not likely to impact this species. 
 
Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we 
recommend that this project be coordinated with the US Fish & Wildlife Service. 
 
Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment. 
 
The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need for any 
floodplain permits or approvals for this project.  
 
ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Mike Pettegrew at 
mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov if you have questions about these comments or need additional 
information. 
 
 
Mike Pettegrew  
Environmental Services Administrator  



  
 

June 27, 2023 
 

                                      Project Code: 2023-0094841 
                                           
Dear Mr. Daniel Godec:                                                   
 
The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your recent correspondence requesting 
information about the subject proposal. We offer the following comments and recommendations to 
assist you in minimizing and avoiding adverse impacts to threatened, endangered, and proposed  
species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq), as amended 
(ESA).  
 
Federally Threatened and Endangered Species: The endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and 
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) occur throughout the State of Ohio. The Indiana bat 
and northern long-eared bat may be found wherever suitable habitat occurs unless a 
presence/absence survey has been performed to document absence. Suitable summer habitat for 
Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats consists of a wide variety of forested/wooded habitats 
where they roost, forage, and breed that may also include adjacent and interspersed non-forested 
habitats such as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges of agricultural fields, woodlots, fallow 
fields, and pastures. Roost trees for both species include live and standing dead trees Ó3 inches 
diameter at breast height (dbh) that have any exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, hollows and/or 
cavities. These roost trees may be located in forested habitats as well as linear features such as 
fencerows, riparian forests, and other wooded corridors. Individual trees may be considered suitable 
habitat when they exhibit the characteristics of a potential roost tree and are located within 1,000 
feet of other forested/wooded habitat. Northern long-eared bats have also been observed roosting in 
human-made structures, such as buildings, barns, bridges, and bat houses; therefore, these structures 
should also be considered potential summer habitat. In the winter, Indiana bats and northern long-
eared bats hibernate in caves, rock crevices and abandoned mines. 
 
Federally Proposed Species: On September 14, 2022, the Service proposed to list the tricolored bat 
(Perimyotis subflavus) as endangered under the ESA. The bat faces extinction due to the impacts of 
white-nose syndrome, a deadly disease affecting cave-dwelling bats across the continent. During 
spring, summer, and fall, this species roosts primarily among leaf clusters of live or recently dead 
trees, emerging at dusk to hunt for insects over waterways and forest edges. While white-nose 
syndrome is by far the most serious threat to the tricolored bat, other threats now have an increased 
significance due to the dramatic decline in the species' population. These threats include disturbance 
to bats in roosting, foraging, commuting, and over-wintering habitats. Mortality due to collision 
with wind turbines, especially during migration, has also been documented across their range. 
Conservation measures for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat will also help to conserve the 
tricolored bat. 
 

  United States Department of the Interior 
 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Ecological Services  
4625 Morse Road, Suite 104 

Columbus, Ohio  43230 
(614) 416-8993 / FAX (614) 416-8994  
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Seasonal Tree Clearing for Federally Listed Bat Species: Should the proposed project site contain 
trees Ó3 inches dbh, we recommend avoiding tree removal wherever possible. If any caves or 
abandoned mines may be disturbed, further coordination with this office is requested to determine if 
fall or spring portal surveys are warranted. If no caves or abandoned mines are present and trees Ó3 
inches dbh cannot be avoided, we recommend removal of any trees Ó3 inches dbh only occur 
between October 1 and March 31. Seasonal clearing is recommended to avoid adverse effects to 
Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats.   
   
If implementation of this seasonal tree cutting recommendation is not possible, a summer 
presence/absence survey may be conducted for Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats. If Indiana 
bats and northern long-eared bats are not detected during the survey, then tree clearing may occur at 
any time of the year. Surveys must be conducted by an approved surveyor and be designed and 
conducted in coordination with the Ohio Field Office. Surveyors must have a valid federal permit. 
Please note that in Ohio summer mist net surveys may only be conducted between June 1 and 
August 15. 
 
Section 7 Coordination: If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding provided, 
federal permits required to construct), then no tree clearing should occur on any portion of the 
project area until consultation under section 7 of the ESA, between the Service and the federal 
action agency, is completed. We recommend the federal action agency submit a determination of 
effects to this office, relative to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, for our review and 
concurrence. This letter provides technical assistance only and does not serve as a completed 
section 7 consultation document. 
  
Stream and Wetland Avoidance: Over 90% of the wetlands in Ohio have been drained, filled, or 
modified by human activities, thus is it important to conserve the functions and values of the 
remaining wetlands in Ohio (https://epa.ohio.gov/portals/47/facts/ohio_wetlands.pdf). We 
recommend avoiding and minimizing project impacts to all wetland habitats (e.g., forests, streams, 
vernal pools) to the maximum extent possible in order to benefit water quality and fish and wildlife 
habitat. Additionally, natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be preserved to enhance 
beneficial functions. If streams or wetlands will be impacted, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
should be contacted to determine whether a Clean Water Act section 404 permit is required. Best 
management practices should be used to minimize erosion, especially on slopes. Disturbed areas 
should be mulched and revegetated with native plant species. In addition, prevention of non-native, 
invasive plant establishment is critical in maintaining high quality habitats.  
 
Due to the project type, size, and location, we do not anticipate adverse effects to any other 
federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species, or proposed or designated critical habitat.  
Should the project design change, or additional information on listed or proposed species or their 
critical habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of the action that were not 
previously considered, coordination with the Service should be initiated to assess any potential 
impacts. 
                   
Thank you for your efforts to conserve listed species and sensitive habitats in Ohio. We recommend 
coordinating with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources due to the potential for the proposed 
project to affect state listed species and/or state lands. Contact Mike Pettegrew, Environmental 
Services Administrator, at (614) 265-6387 or at mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov. 
 



3 
 
If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact our office at 
(614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
       Patrice Ashfield 

Field Office Supervisor 
 

cc:  Nathan Reardon, ODNR-DOW  
       Eileen Wyza, ODNR-DOW  
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  C.1  
 

  REPRESENTATIVE PHOTOGRAPHS 

C.1 WETLAND AND WATERBODY PHOTOGRAPHS



   
AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.  

Haviland -Van Wert 69 kV Line Rebuild Project  
Paulding and Van Wert Counties , Ohio  

 

 
Photograph Location  1. View of Stream 1. Photograph taken facing upstream/south.    

 
 

 
Photograph Location  1.  View of Stream 1. Photograph taken facing downstream/north . 

 
 



   
AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.  

Haviland -Van Wert 69 kV Line Rebuild Project  
Paulding and Van Wert Counties , Ohio  

 

 
Photograph Location  1. View of substrates of Stream 1. 

 
 

 
Photograph Location  2.  View of Stream 1. Photograph taken facing upstream/south.  

 



   
AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.  

Haviland -Van Wert 69 kV Line Rebuild Project  
Paulding and Van Wert Counties , Ohio  

 

 
Photograph Location  2. View of Stream 1. Photograph taken facing downstream/north.  

 
 

 
Photograph Location  2.  View of substrates of Stream 1.  
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