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I&M TO UPGRADE TRANSMISSION LINES IN SOUTHERNWESTERN MICHIGAN 
 
June 8, 2017 
 
KALAMAZOO, Mich. – Indiana Michigan Power (I&M), an operating unit of American Electric Power, plans to 
invest about $146 million to improve the electric transmission system in Van Buren, Berrien and Cass counties in 
southwestern Michigan 
 
The Valley Area Improvements Program, comprised of the East Valley Upgrades Project and West Valley 
Upgrades Project, is essential to ensure the continued reliable energy service is available to customers.  
 
East Valley Upgrades include: 

• Rebuilding approximately 17 miles of 69 kilovolt (kV) transmission line  
• Upgrading approximately 5 miles of 34.5kV to 69 kV line 
• Upgrading approximately 12 miles of single circuit 69 kV to double circuit 69kV/138kV line 

 
West Valley Upgrades include: 

• Rebuilding approximately 25 miles of 69 kV transmission line 
• Replacing wood poles with new steel monopoles 
• Installing new wire with the same voltage 

 
Local residents are invited to learn more about the Valley Area Improvements Project at a come-and-go open 
house. Two open houses are being held to accommodate area residents: 
 

• East Valley Upgrades – Wednesday, June 21, 2017, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Lawton Middle 
School, 100 Blue Pride Dr., Lawton, MI 49065 

• West Valley Upgrades – Thursday, June 22, 2017, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Coloma High School, 
300 West St. Joseph St., Coloma, MI 49038 

 
Attendees can arrive at any time to review maps, speak with company representatives and provide input 
regarding route selection. The open house allows I&M an opportunity to communicate directly with landowners to 
gain their feedback regarding the project and proposed route options. 
 
PJM Interconnection, the region’s transmission operator, identified the need for enhancements to improve the 
reliability of the electric grid in the area. The infrastructure has reached an age where it needs to be replaced to 
better serve area customers. Upgrading the line addresses performance issues, improves the line’s condition and 
increases reliability. Improvements reduce both the number of outages and the time needed to restore service 
when they occur. Increasing the voltage reinforces the system to meet customer demands for electricity.  
 
Construction is expected to start in fall 2018 and be completed by spring 2021. Additional information is also 
available on the project website at www.IndianaMichiganPower.com/ValleyArea 



 
 

#   #   # 

Indiana Michigan Power (I&M) is headquartered in Fort Wayne, and its 2,450 employees serve more than 
589,000 customers. More than half of its generation is emission-free, including 2,160 MW of nuclear generation in 
Michigan, 450 MW of purchased wind generation from Indiana, 22 MW of hydro generation in both states and 
approximately 15 MW of large-scale solar generation in both states. The company’s generation portfolio also 
includes 2,600 MW of coal-fueled generation in Indiana. 

American Electric Power is one of the largest electric utilities in the United States, delivering electricity and 
custom energy solutions to nearly 5.4 million customers in 11 states. AEP owns the nation’s largest electricity 
transmission system, a more than 40,000-mile network that includes more 765-kilovolt extra-high voltage 
transmission lines than all other U.S. transmission systems combined. AEP also operates 223,000 miles of 
distribution lines. AEP ranks among the nation’s largest generators of electricity, owning approximately 31,000 
megawatts of generating capacity in the U.S. AEP’s utility units operate as AEP Ohio, AEP Texas, Appalachian 
Power (in Virginia and West Virginia), AEP Appalachian Power (in Tennessee), Indiana Michigan Power, 
Kentucky Power, Public Service Company of Oklahoma, and Southwestern Electric Power Company (in 
Arkansas, Louisiana and east Texas). AEP’s headquarters are in Columbus, Ohio.  
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